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Alber ſe nent. 5 


"HESE Sheer were written 6555 
1 Months ago, but chen had Hopes 
— the ſeditious Faction vuld have made 
publick Apologies, for their-Offehces againſt 
bis. Majeſty and all his Loyal Subhects, 
and that they. would in the moſt ſubmiſſive 
Manner, have ſupplicated- his ' Majeſty”s 
moſt gracious Pardon and Forgiveneſs of 
ſuch heitous Crimes; wich i they had 
done, I ſhould never have offer'd this tothe 
Publick 2 But ſince they have, in theit 
Craftſman of i April 1ſt, freely declat'd thei 
Rebellious Pratciples and! Blood- thirſty De. 
figns;L take this Opportunity to deſire the pre- 
aded CalehDauvberr, to tell his Patrons the 
m Patriots, that alt hoꝰ they uſe the ſame 
Means, and Labour as vigorouſly as ever did 
any of the Arch-Rebels in the Reign of King 
Charles I. to raiſe a new Rebellion againſt 
his preſent Majeſty: I may aſſure them, 
there are not any ſuch mad rebellious, pre- 
tended Zealots (they themſelves and the 
very ſmall Number of poor inſignificant mer- 
cenary Hirelings they keep in Pay, except- 
cd) living in this Age, as there were about 


2 a 


am, > 5 
3 


| _ Auers. | yy 28 
8 WF; — 
A 8 ago: And ſo long as his ray 
and Miniſters * * to govern with und: 
verſal Applauſe and tion, and give 
entire Satisfaction IP ie Parliament and 
People of Ez — it 15 not, nor cannot be in 
the Power of ſuch wicked, worthleſs, deſerv- 
edly diſgrac'd Perſons, to prevail with any 
B e be guilty of Diſobedience — 
yalty to the King, or to abuſe or injure 
or even offend any of his Miniſters, who 
| Wil ot and have, the Efteem and good 


een Loyal Subject. 


NB. As L have here returned the Com- 
pliment of the Compariſons between the 
three unhappy Favourites herein mentioned, 
8 che Gentleman who acted exactly like 

I have conſider'd on their laſt Satur- 
755 8 — wi on the Conduct of the Duke 

Backioghans and Earl of Strafford, and 
ſhall preſent them ſpeedily with ſome Ob- 
fervations on that r 1d 
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| H E dollowing Sh 
being publiſh'd, for the 
common Advantage of 
every Britiſb Subject, 
— to put them in a Po- 
| Br of Defence, againſt the Indu- 
ſtrious Endeayours of that ſeditious 
Faction, who have labour'd theſe five 
Years paſt, to diſturb the Peace and 
_ of theſe Nations; IJ humbly. 
B hope 
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| 
| 
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ception among all Ranks _ een 
of the People. SS et Vinh 


"Þ- appears, "that the Rin n 2 


and Agents of all Rebellions — In- 
ſurrections, habe always pretended 
to diſeover and ex 98 Miſmanage- 
ment and Abuſes of the Government 
or Magiſtrates, —- the Publick ; 


and under the falſe Pretences of Re- 


dreſſing National Grievances, haye 
fomented Rebellion and Civil Wars; 


which ever terminated in the mutual 


Diſtreſs, and often Deſtruction" of the 
Prince and People; and+altho? the 
unhappy Contrivers have ſucceeded, 


and for ſome uncertain Time gratifi- 
ed their cruel Ambition: Yet They, 


or their Poſterity, have always been 
expoſed; and tor moſt part made 


rmblick Examples of Horror and Diſ- 


grace. The many Inſtances of Cala- 


mities ot that Nature, being delibe- 


rately 


hope it will meet with a belle Re- 5 


- 
or 5 wo Ing 


— — — . 


rately conſider d, ſhould prevail with 
any Perſon of common Confideratign 
to guard againſt all Dangers of that 

kind; and make them live Peaceably, | 
to enjoy ſuch Bleſſings and Conditions 


of Lite, as the Almighty Providence 


have alloted them: And fince. it is 
commonin all Ages, to find lame Men 
of inſatiable defire of Power and. 
Grandeur, whoſe unquiet Diſpoſiti- 
ons, cannot. ſuffer them to liye Peace- 
ably, Parnnclye Jn the moſt happy. 
and plentifyl Circumſtances of Earth. 

ly Beings; nor let other well diſpos'd | 
People live in Peace and Quietneſs: 


It is the Duty of every conſiderate 
Perſon, to look upon ſuch Men, as 
the common Enemies and Diſturbers 
of the publick Peace, and Proſperity 
of the Nation; and to guard againſt 
their artful Endeavours to draw in 
others to engage in their dangerous 
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A aft Mr. B be 


ers of. Hit Part) „ WhO have ſo dong 
continued the col abuſive Reflections 
again iſt the Lol atid Government, 
under the falfe Pterences of exp oy 
tlie Faults au Milthahage ements 
pafticlat Perſons; and have com- 
par d his relent Maj eſty, and Mini- 
fiat, 5 "the moſt 7 
200 Wiel ed Minifers; and tlie Gp⸗ 
g t to the mot Arbitrary Pow- 
ers: L himbly' hope that every good | | 
Subject of the Kin dom, will der! 
| how fat they are in Duty bound, to 
oppoſe their ſeditious Endeavours, to 
make the King and Government hate 
ful to the People; and; by tlleir 
moſt malicious falſe Reports of” pub- 
lick Injuries, would raiſe an unna- 
tural Rebellion; and when they find 
that they can't make a National In- 


ſurrection, 


ices, 15 5 


7 


a . 1 A 1 11 n ＋ P - 
furrection, they haye deſcended to 


he roſe bee, Deſign, 0 raiſe 
Mobs“ to inſult Perſons to whom” 


$7 © + 


ble of their prefent Fay Ie, by 
the Bleſſing ot Go p on his'Maſeſty, 
and Wie Miniſter's good. e 
that We have an eſtabliſſ'd Peace, 
and free Trade, with all Parts” of 
the” World; and dt the fame Time, 
Plency 46d Proſperity in al Patts'of 
the Nation, which is the greateſt 
Bleffing that any Nation can Enjoy. 
Therefore every one ſhould contri- 
bute their beſt Endeavours, to conti- 
nue their own "Happineſs; and by 
good Examples tranimit and perpe- 
tuate the ſame Felicity to Poſterity; 
and as the Enemies af our moſt Gra- 

cious King, and happy Conſtitution 

are known, let us give the moſt ſo- 


lid 


* 


— E ] ]— 
- - — —— 22 — — 
* 


viii The Prepuce 
lid Proof of our ſtedfaſt Lo PR to 
his Majeſty the King; and Love to 


our Country, by the moſt publick Te- 


ſtimonies of Abhorrence and Con- 
tempt, of their wicked Contrivances 
to defame and miſrepreſent, the beſt 


of Kings, and. moſt | Equitable and. 
Mild Goyernment, ay eyer this or 


any Nayon bus und e e 


Let a vile * Libel be 
er to all honeſt Men, as their 


ſo often repeated malicious Lies are 
to all Lovers of Truth. Add as B----e 


has been Attainted and Bapiſh'd, for 
Treaſon and Treachery, and Mr. 
5. — 9 deſeryedly, degraded. from 
the greateſt Honour he ever attain d 
to, for Sedition and Diſaffection to 
the King and Conſtituti n let _—_ 
and all“ —— of Log Sa We en 
hatefpht to N Loyal. S 

N io ang e117 2101D 
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. meh. chey- ney un juſtly 
term d every good Subject Miniſterial 
Advocates, 'who- have, according to 
their Duty, defended the Character 
_ ofithe King and Government; and 
treatec — moſt diſtinguiſh'd Perſons 
of the Kingdom with the moſt ſcan- 
dalous — and Characters; yet 
they, to their great Mortification, 
find, that none will deſert the Royal 
Cauſe, and join with them : But on 
the Contrary, every one that had 
any Fortune, - Honour or Reputation, 
wh had been drawn 1 in to tlieir Par- 
ty at Hrſt, kaye fince deſerted and 
deſfuſed theit ſcandalous Behaviour, 
which reall: is altogether Jaconfiſtent 
with the eonon of Honour, 


Honeſty, or gd Manners. And 
for my own Part, 1 ſolemnly declare, 


] had no Directions, nor any Inſtru- 
ctions to publiſh the following 
Sheets; nor never had nor have I any 


Place 


X De RYefots. 
Place or Penſion under the Govetti- 
ment: ; But-the:chief;! Motiv e that in- 
duced mę/was, andi is, the ęarneſt de: 
fire IJ have to contribute / my ſmall/ En- 
deayouts} to continue the great Hap- 
pineſs we enjoy, and to diſappoint the 
Deſigns, of all ſuch as would Rejoice 
to ſee the Nation inv 


e 


REIGNS T 
King EDWARD IL 
an 


EDWARD III. 


) AR D JL. who was 4 
Virtuous as well as Valiant 
Prince, ſpent all his Time 
in proſecuting every Deſign 
which could by any means 
contribute to the Advan- 

tage of his Kingdom and 

Subjects; endeavour'd to ſet fo good Exam- 

ple to his Son and Succeſſor, as might con- 

| £116 


tinue his own and his Subjects Felicity; and 
being in the Proſecution of his Conqueſt of 
Scatland, was ſuddenly taken with a violent 
Fever, attended with a Diſſentry, or Bloody 
Flux, at a Town call'd Bergb, upon the 
Sands, near the Borders; and When he 
found Death approaching he call'd for his 
Son Edward, Prince of Wales, and after ma- 
ny pious Admonitions to maintain the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtian Religion, and many 
political Iſtructions to govern, the Nation, 
he earneſtly requeſted three particular things 
to be obſerved by the Prince after his Death, 
which were, That when he died to embalm 
hir Body, and carry it with him in the courſe 
of his Wars againſt Scotland, until he had 
entirely ſuldue that Nation. The reaſon of 
this Requeſt was ſuppos'd to be, a ſuperſti- 
tious Belief that King had, that as he had 
been Vidorious in moſt of his Undertakings, 
the ſame happy Fate would attend his Bones, 
or any Relict of his Body. | 


The ſecond Requeſt was, That his Heart 
ſhould be carried to the Holy Grave at Jeruſa- 
lem, under the Safeguard of a hundred and 
forty. Knights, who ſhould have 32000 l. to 
ſupport them in the Wars, to aſſiſt the Chriſti- 
ans againſt the Infidels ; and laſtly, That he 
ſhould never recall Piers Gaveſton from Ba- 


aiſbment. | 
This 
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This Edward the Firſt, among his other 
Political Actions, obtain'd the Title of 
Prince of Wales to his Son Edward, who 
was the firſt that ever bore that Title, of the 
Exgliſb Extract; for before that Time, the 
Welſh were govern'd by their native Prin- 
ces, altho* under the Sovereignty or Supe- 
riority of the Crown of Exglaud, untill 
Llewellin their Prince being Slain, and 
King Edward having entirely ſubdued the 
Principality of Wales; Vet the People could 
not continue in quiet SubjeCtion, but 
watch'd all poſſible Opportunities to Re- 
volt; and ſtill inſiſted upon having a Prince 
of their own Nation to continue the Title. 


To remedy this, Edward conſider'd of a 
political Expedient to fatisfy their Deſire, 
and Queen Eleanor being then with Child, 
the King made a Progreſs into the North- 
moſt Parts of Wales, and being in the 
Town of Carnarvon, the Queen was there 
delivered: of the Prince Edward. Ar that 
Time the King conveen'd the chief Per- 
ſons of the Welſh Nation, and told them, 
Thar as they had fo often deſir'd a Priace 
Born in that Country to govern them, 
he aſſured them they ſhould have their 
Deſire; with which Propoſal when the 
ſeem'd pleas'd, Faward told them, That 

2 though 
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though he himſelf was Born in Erglazd, 
yer as his Son was Born in Wales, they 


could not make that ObjeQion againſt him; 


ſo by that Contrivance, the young Prince 
E ward Was acknowledged Prince'of Wales, 
Which Title, ever ſince, belongs by Birth- 
right to the eldeſt Sons of the Kings of 
Edgland; and, from the Place of his Nati- 


vity, he was called Edward of Carnarvon. 


Eatard the Firſt, departed this Life up- 
on the 7th Day of Jah, 1307. He had 
Iſſue by Eleanor, his firſt Queen, four 
Sons, and nine Daughters; of the Sons, 
noac ſurvived him but Edward, Prince of 
Males: And by his ſecond Queen, he had 
two Sons, Thomas Earl of Norfalk ; and Ed- 
mund, Earl of Kent, 333 


Edward the Second, was Crown'd King 
of Eneland, in the 23d Year. of his Age; 
and although he mounted the Throne with 


greater Applauſe, and Love of the Nati- 


on, than-any af his Predeceſſors : Yet he 
ſoon loſt that Reſpect; for before the late 
King his Father's Funeral Obſequies were 
finiſhed, He, contrary to the Advices of his 
beſt Counccllors, gave an evident Proof of 
his Imprudence, and direct Diſobedience to 
the dying Precepts of the late King; and 
the fitſt Publick Act of his Reign, was — 
| | ca 
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call from Exile Piers Goveſton, who was 
the Son of an ordinary Knight of Gaſcom; 
but having been ſtudious to encourage this 


King, while Prince, in looſe Pleaſures, and 


imprudeut Actions, he had been detected 
by the late King, and, for ſeveral Offences, 
Baniſh'd the Kingdom; and as that pene- 


trating Prince, foreſaw the Conſequences 


of having ſuch a Profligate about his Son, 
very judiciouſly enjoin'd the ſtrict Com- 


mand, on his Death Bed, that he ſhould 


Never be re-called, nor be near his Son : 
Vet, notwithſtanding of that, or all that could 
be urged, or adviſed to the Contrary, he 
was re-calPd, and Created Earl of Corumal, 
Lord of the Ike of Man, Lieutenant, and 
Prime Miniſter of all Ezeland : By which 
Office, he had the Power to diſpoſe of in- 
numerable Poſts and Employments under 
the Crown ; and became ſo Ambitious and 
Inſolent, that whatever he Groundleſsly 
judzed an Offence, was puniſhed with the 
greateſt Penalties and Severities of Law. 
One great Inſtance of his Inſolence, was 
teſtified on Walter Langton, Biſhop of Che- 
ſter, and Treaſurer of Exgland, who had, 
in the late King's Reign, complain'd of, 
and freely reprov'd ſome lewd Extravagan- 
cies of Gave/ton; and that he had prompt- 
ed and led the Prince into ſeveral Vices, 
unbecoming his Dignity ; which Complaint 

TS Gave ſton 
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Gave ſton remember'd with the utmoſt Ma- 


ö 
if 
| 

| 

| 

11 
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f 
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reigners, yet his Appearance ſo exaſperated: 


lice, and being inveſted with ſo much 
Power, reſolved to make the Biſhop feel 
his Reſentment, and having contrived an 
Accuſation, he had the Biſhop arreſted by 


Sir John Felton Conſtable of the Tower of 


London, and being impriſon'd in Walling- 
ford Caſtle, all his Goods and Temporalities 
were ſeized, and Gaveſton's Prejudice was 


ſo inveterate, that none durſt intercede for 


the Biſhop, until the Pope interpos d his 
Authority, by which Means the Biſhop 
was reſtored, and Gaveſton, who pretended 
to be a great Profefſor of the Religion of 
the Times, ſubmitted to. the Pope's Autho- 
rity, and feign'd a Reconciliation with the 


A Marriage being propos'd between the 
King and the Princeſs 1/abella, Daughter to 
Philip King of France, he went over in 
Perſon, and their Nuptials were celebrated 
with the utmoſt Magnificeace in Balaig ne, 
at which Solemnity were preſent the Kings 
of France, Navar, Almain and Sicih, with 
three Queens, beſides the Bride, and a moſt 


ſplendid Concourſe of Noblemen and Lathes, 


among whom none appeared ſo gay in Ap». 
parel and Equipage as Earl Gaveſton, which, 
tho'ꝰ not ſo much taken Notice of by Fo- 


the 
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the Eugliſb Nobility, that they complain'd 
to the King, but Gave ſton was ſo much in 
his Favour that the weak Prince excuſed all 
his Actions; which, tho' the Nobility ſeem- 
ingly over - look'd at that Time, yet upon 
their Return to England, they threatned to 
delay the Coronation until Gæveſton ſhould 
be remov*d from ſuch high Offices as he then 
enjoyed; but the King, being unwilling to 
delay the Coronation or remove his Favou- 
rite, he ſolemnly promiſed that in the next 
Parliament he would conſent to whatever 
they requeſted relating to Gaveſton, or any 
Thing elſe. Whereupon the Coronation 
was appointed and ſolemniz'd, in which 
| Proceſſion Gaveſton appear'd with the ut- - 
moſt Pomp, and was appointed to carry 
St. Edward's Crown, which Honour at all 
former Coronations was allowed only to 
ſome of the Blood Royal, and that Prefer- 
ment {till enrag*d the Nobility and Prelates 
more and more againſt him: However, he 
had fo entire Poſſeſſion of the Heart and Ear 
of the King, that at his Pleaſure he intro- 
duc'd a Number of Buffoons, Paraſites, and 
profligate Perſons of neither Birth nor Me- 
rit, to ſupply ſuch Offices and Places abour 
the Court, as were properly due to the No- 
bility and Perſons of diſtinguiſn'd Cha- 
raters, ſo that by the vicious Example of 
theſe, the King gave himſelf up to _— | 
evi 


/ 


18 The Reign of 
evil Practices, and ſcarce conſidering his Du« 
ty as a King, neglected the Government, and 


inclin'd to many Criminal Actions, where- 


by the Treaſure of the Crown was ſquan- 
der'd away among Penſioners, and converted 
to Gaveſtor's private Uſe, while many Per- 
ſons of honourable Birth and great Merit, 
who formerly lived by their Offices and Em- 
ployments in their Prince's Court, were de- 
ſtitute of common Neceſſaries of Life; and 
ſo great was his Aſcendant over the weak 
King, that he ever ſtudied to diſtinguiſh 
Gaveſton by ſome extraordinary Marks of 
his Favour, as at that Time he gave him ſe- 
veral Jewels of the Crown to wear, which 


the King imprudently declared, that were 


his Power equal to his Affection, they ſhould 


deſcend to Gaveſtor; and, as a further Teſti- 


mony of his Favour, he gave his Niece Mar- 
garet, Siſter to the Earl of Gloce ſter, in Mar- 
riage to Gaveſton, upon which the Nobility 


_ . wereſtill more enrag'd, and at laſt prevail'd 


with the King to remove him out of the 
Kingdom; and he ſent him over to Jreland, 
tho? not as an Exile, but as Lord Lieutenant 
of the Kingdom, whereby he had Power to 
direct all Affairs in «the King's Name, as if 
himſelf were preſent; but he continued not 
long in that Country; for, in the ſecond 
Year after, he procured a Tournament to be 


proclaim'd at Walline ford, where he ap- 


pear'd 


6 
Q 


EDWARD II. ig 
peat*d with ſo many military Men of fo- 
reign Nations, that he inſulted the Fgliſb 
Nobility that came theres The chief Per- 
{ons at that Meeting were, the Earls of 
Lancaſter, Herefor, Warwick, Pembroke, 
and Warren; to whom the Favourite Gas 
veſton gave ridiculous Names, and oppro- 
bious Language; whereat they were ſo 
much offended, that they again prevail'd 
with the King to grant a Commiſſion, 
whereby ſeven Biſhops, Eight Earls, and 
ſix Barons, were impower'd to rcgulate 
the Royal Houſhold, and to appoint proper 
Officers; and they having bound themtelves, 
by ſolemn Oaths, to execute all Matters for 
the Honour of the King, and Advantage 
of the Nation, they drew up forty one Ar- 
ticles, or Ordinances, which were all Con- 
firm'd, by a particular Inſtrument under the 
King's Seal. By one of theſe Articles, the 
Earl Gaveſton was obliged to quit the King- 
dom, and went into Baniſhment, though 
with the utmoſt Reluctancy ; and ſoon at- 
ter, the King was fo impatient for his Re- 
turn, that he not only re-call'd him, but, 
at the ſame Time declared, That he had been 
Baniſh*d contrary to the Laws of the Nation, 
which he, as Ring, was bound to maintain, 
by his Cor-ation Oath. And therefore he 
wrote to all the Sheriffs of Exgland, ſhew- 


ing, that ſince the Inſtrument of Exile was 
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extorted from him, he had found the Eal 
Gaveſton Innocent; that then he return'd 
at his Command, and was ready to anſwer 
all that had been objected againſt him; 
wherefore, he ſhould always eſteem him 
Good aad Loyal, and expected them to re- 
pute him ſo ; and to publiſh the Matter 
through their whole Counties. 


The Lords who had drawn the Articles, 
finding the King's continued Favour to Ga- 
veſton, publiſhed an Anſwer to the King's 
Declaration; wherein they reprelented, 
Hat the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Kingdom, 
together with the late made Ordinance, had 
been violated by the Court. Upon which 
the King iſſued another Declaration, ſhew- 
ing his great Deſire of Peace, and obſerving 
the late Ordinances, and Laws of the Na- 
tion; and, at the ſame Time, propos'd 
Terms, to induce the Nobility to compoſe 
all Difterences. But they anſwered, That 
they were no ways offended at the King, 
further than his too great Favour and Pro- 
tection of Earl Gaveſton, in all his Inſolen- 
ces and *Extravagacies. Nor was the No- 
bility only offended at the King's Fondneſs 
of this Ambitious Favourite, but the young 
Queen likewiſe complain'd, That he had 
Juch Pre..cminancy over all the Kings Acki- 
ons. And, at the ſame Time, ſhe wrote 

Letters 
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Letters to the French King, her Father, 
wherein ſhe expreſs'd, That her Lord, the 
Kine, was ſo very ſtrangely led, by that Vi- 
cious Favourite Gaveſton, that he had alien- 
ated his Love from her, and witharawn him- 
ſelf from her Bed. Which Complaints gave 
Opportunity to ſome Writers to mention, 
that the King was as looſe in perſonal At- 
fection to him, as he was in his publick Fa- 
vour. The King being thus unhappily 
ſway'd, by an immoderate Affection for Ga. 
veſton, the Lords proſecuted their Deſigns, 
which were, at that Time, only intended 
to Baniſh Gaveſtor ; and to that Purpote, 
carried on their Reſolutions, not only b 
private Contrivances, but likewiſe publiſh*d 
ſeveral Speeches, in all which, they only 
exclaim'd againſt Evil Miniſters, and Fo- 
reigners being in Truſt, and Poſſeſſing Of- 
ſices in the Court: And, at that Time, the 
old Earl of Lincoln dying, made a Speech 
to the Powerful Earl of Lancaſter, who was 
married to his Daughter, and fole Heireſs, 
wherein, among other Things, he ſaid, That 
God had bleſs'd him with greater Riches and 
Authority than any Nobleman of England, 
for which he owed the greater Honour and 
. Reverence to his Service; that he ſaw the 
. Church of England formerly in a State of 
Liberty, which, at that Time, was oppreſs'd 
by the two great OI of the * 
2 6 
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of Rome, and the too ready Submiſſion of 
the Sovereign, by the Influence of Foreigners, 
who ſtudied the ſame Method, to take away 
the Liberty of the People: Therefore Adjured 
him, by God's Bleſſing, and his own, That 
when he could have Opportunity, he world de- 
liver the Church and Penple from ſuch Oppreſ- 
ſions. That he ſhould pay all Honour and Re- 
verence due to his Sovereign Lord the King; 
get uſe his utmoſt Endeavours to remove from 
his Preſence all Evil Councellors, and Fo. 
reirners; and Effettually to obſerve the Tenor 
of MaG6NA CHARTA, and ull other Ob- 
lizations granted to the Church and People ; 
and, ta that End, enjoin'd him to contract a 
ſtrict Alliance with the Earl of Warwick, 
who was a Man of the greateſt Experience 
in the Nation. Having ended his Speech, 
he departed this Life; and ſoon after, the 
Earl of Lancaſter, with his Adherents, the 
Earls of Hereford, Pembroke, Warwick, Ar- 
rundel, and Warren, and ſeveral Barons, 
joining with the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
undertook to relieve the Church and Na- 
tion, from the Oppreſſion and Inſolence of 
this extravagant Favourite, and the Fo- 
reigners, whom he bad introduced, and 
plac'd in the Higheſt and moſt Profitable 
Offices, to the great Diſadvantage of the 
Nobility and Gentry of the Nation. N 
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The Nobility having thus combin'd to 
redreſs National Grievances, they unani- 
mouſly appointed the Earl of Lancaſter 
their General; who, by common Conſent, 
ſeat to the King, then at York, Petitioning, 
That he would either deliver up Earl Gave- 
ſton to them, or oblige him to depart the 

Kingdom, according to the Articles of the 
late Ordinance. | 


The King regarded not their Supplica- 
tions; bur left Tork, and went to Newcaſtle, 
where he continued for ſome Time ; upon 
which the Nobility raiſed what Forces they 
could, and marched directly towards Ne. 
caſtle, declaring, That they intended no In- 
jury to their Sovereign Lord the King, but 
only to take Earl Gaveſton, and have him 
Try'd, according to the Laws of the Nation. 
Upon their Approach, the King, and Ga- 
veſton, went ſuddenly to Tinmouth ; and al- 
though the Queen, then being far advanced 
in her Pregnancy, with Tears, earneſtly 
begg'd of the King, not to leave her in that 
Condition; yet he, with his Favourite, 
took Shipping, and went to Scarborongh, 
where he commanded the Garriſon to pro- 
tet Gave ſton, while he marched into War. 


wickſhire, 
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The Earl of Lancaſter, and the Nobility 
having taken Poſſeſſion of Netocaſtle, they 
ſeat a Meſſage to the Queen, then at Tin- 
mouth, to aſſure her of all Duty and Reſpect; 
and the Earl declar'd, that they were re- 
ſolv'd not to give over their Purſuit, until 
they had remov*d Earl Gaveſton from the 
King ; and he would have waited himſelf 
in Perſon, were it not that he feard he might 
thereby offend the King. 


Soon after the Lords left Newcaſtle, and 
marched with all Speed to Scarboroxgh, 
where they inveſted the Caſtle. The Earl 
of Lancaſter finding no Oppoſition from the 
adjacent Country, he return'd with his 
Forces, and left the Earls of Pembroke and 
Warren to take the Caſtle, which they be- 
ſieged ſo cloſely, that Gaveſton ſurrendered. 
himſelf, upon Condition he might be legally 
tryed by the Peers, and that he might be 
permitted to ſpeak to the King : Upon 
Notice of which the King earneſtly deſired 
to ſpeak with him, and begg'd his Life 
might be ſpar'd, 3 upon that Con- 
dition, that the Nobility ſhould be ſat isſied 
in all Things they could deſire. The Earl 
of P-mbroke advis'd the Nobility to grant 
the King's Requeſt, aſſuring them upoa his 
Honour he would keep Gaveſton ſafe until 
he 
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he had ſpoken-unto the King, and ſhould 
then return him to them. 3 


This being agreed to, he carried him to 
Wallingford, but in his Way thither he left 
Gave ſton to the Care of his Servants at Dag. 
dington in Oxfordſbire, while he lodg'd with 
his Lady at a Neighbouring Place ; which 
being known to the Earl of Warwick, he 
came with a ſtrong Party in the N ight, and 
carried away Gaveſt9n by Force from the 
Earl of Warren's Servants, and lodg d him 
in his own Caſtle at Warwick. 


The Lords upon this entred into Conſul. 
tation what to do with Gaveſton, and one 
among them ſtood up and ſaid, That after 
all this Expence and Trouble, it would be 
very imprudent in them to hazard the losing 
of him, by permitting him to come to the Ring, 
and that it was much better he ſhould die 
than a War ſhould be raiſed and continued in 
the Kingdom. Upon which Advice they 
immediately carried Gaveſton from the 
Caſtle to a Place called Blacklow, about a 
Mile North-eaſt of Warwick, where they 
be-headed him, notwithſtanding of the 
King's earneſt Sollicitations to the con- 
trary. 
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By this Time the Lords found themſelves 
ſtrong enough to demand any Terms they 
thought proper of the King, and fo requir'd 
that the late Articles ſhould be confirm®d 
and put in Execution ; and when the King 
came to London they quarter'd their Forces 
about Dunſtable, and other Places near the 
City, where ſeveral Meſſages were ſeit, 
and Terms propos'd by them to the King; 
but he was fo full of Reſentment for the Loſs 


of his great Favourite, that he ſeem'd irre- 


concilable to ſuch as were the chief Inſtru- 
ments of his Deſtruction; yet at Length, 
by the Moderation of the Pope's Nuncio, 
the Biſhops, and Earl of Gloceſter, a Trea- 
ty was appointed, and Articles agreed upon, 
whereby Matters were compos'd, upon 
Condition that the Lords ſhould reſtore to 
the King, all that they had taken belonging 
to him at Newcaſtle or any other Place, 
all which was ſoon after perform'd; but 
yet ſome Sycophants of the Foreigners, who 
were ſtill about the King, poſſeſſ d him 
with ſuch Notions of the Nobility, that his 
Hatred to them was reviv'd ſo much, that 
in the next Parliament at London, he ex- 
claim'd againſt thoſe preſumptious Lords, 
who had, in Contempt of his Authority, 
committed many Outrages, beſides the in- 
humane Murder of his Friend. To which 


the 
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the Lords replied, That they had not offended 
hig Royal Authority, nor the Laws of the 
Nation, but deſeru'd his Favour for proſecuts. 
ing the publick . Enemy of the People, who had 
been juſtly baniſhed by two ſeveral Kings. 
Nevertheleſs, to prevent Civil Conteſts, by 
the Mediation of the young Queen and 
the Prelates ; the Nobility, in open Court 
humbled themſelves before the King, and 
ſupplicated his Favour ; whereupon the 
King granted his Gracious . Pardon to all 
fuch as ſubmitted: EV: et? 


After this, the Parliament ſeeing the 
King's Neſſity, granted him a large Subſidy 
of their own' Accord, to ſupply his Trea- 
ſury, and foon after all the Nobility went 
to their reſpective Homes, with ſeeming; 
Satisfaction: But not long after, the Bark 
of Warwick, who in this Parliament had 
been appointed one of the Privy Council, 
dying ſuddenly, it was Rumour'd that he 
was poyſon'd by ſome of the King's Friends, 
in Revenge of the Earl of Gaveſton's Death, 
which the King ſecretly lamented; but he 
was much comforted by the Delivery of 
the Queen, who was brought to Bed of a 
Son at Windſor, on the 13th of November 
1312, who Was baptiz'd by the Name of 
Edward. e Sies 
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At this Time the State of England was 


much perplex'd, for, by the King's Impru- 


dence in diſobliging the Nobiliry of the Na. 
tion, he had ſo far alienated their Affection, 
that in ſeveral Attempts againſt Scotland he 
was defeated, and all the Victories that his 
Father had obtain'd againſt that Nation was 
entirely loſt: For King Edward being 
blindly led into [Meaſures deſtructive to the 
Nation, by this unfortunate Favourite -and 
his Creatures ; whereas Scotland was re- 
cover'd from their late Diſtractions and Ca- 
lamities, which was owing to the Prudence 
and Care of their vigilant and valiant Prince 
Robert Bruce, who not only ſuppreſs'd the 
Factions who had oppos'd him in that Na- 
tion, but likewiſe recover'd the Kingdom 
entirely from the Power of this Nation; ſo 
that King Edward, after ſeveral Attempts, 
finding his Affairs at home in ſuch Con- 


fuſion, gladly concluded a Truce with the 


Scots. | | 


The Animoſities ſtill ſubſiſting between 
the King and Nobility, with various Turns, 
and what contributed very much to offend 
the Nobility, was the King's immoderate 


Reſp & to the Remains of Gaveſſon, bo 
being buried at Oford, the King caus'd his 
Body to be remov'd with the utmoſt Pomp 


bo 
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to Kingflangly in Hertfordſhire, where he in 
Perſon, with the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
four other Biſhops, many Abbots and other 
Clergy Honour'd his Obſequies: But few 
of the Nobility could lay aſide their Reſent- 
ment fo far, as to attend the King on that 
Occaſion. | 


_. Notwithſtanding of the many Misfor- 
tunes which attended the King upon the 
Account of this wicked Favourite, it was his 
ill Fate to have another come into his Place, 
who ſtill added to widen the Diviſions be- 
twixt him and the Nobility : For, in the 
Year 1320, he took into his Service Hugh 
de Spencer, who at firſt was recommended 
by ſome of the Nobility; but the King ſud- 
denly advanc'd him to the Office of Lord 
Chamberlain; and altho' in his former 
Condition he appear'd to be a Man of tol- 
lerable Parts, yet upon this ſo high Pre- 
ferment, he became as vicious and avarici- 
ous as his Predeceſſor Gaveſton, and in like 
Manner inſinuated himſelf ſo into the King's 
Favour, that he ſoon obtain'd all the Au- 
thority and Power that the other enjoyed, 
and in like Manner render'd himſelf as hate- 
ful to the Nobility and People of all Ranks, 
His Father, who was an ancient Knight, was 
made Earl of Wincbeſter, and employ'd in 
high Offices, the better to aſſiſt his Son, and 
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tho? he did not at firſt approve of his Son's 
Actions, yet his Affection induc'd him to 
joyn with him in ſuch Crimes as involy'd 
him in his Son's Ruin, 


1 Spencer thus having an unlimited Power, 

| gave way to his Ambition and Pride ſo 
much, that, by intollerable Oppreſſions, the 
1 Subjects might well wiſh'd Gave ſton to be 
is i {till alive: And the Father and Son having 
ö the unfortunate King under their Manage- 
ment, gave ſo much Offence to the Earl of 
Lancaſter, and others of the prime Nobility, 
that they combin'd againſt them, and raiſed 
even Thouſand Men, and enter'd upon 
Ahrge Eſtates in Poſſeſſion of the Spencers, 
ey waſted Sixty three Mannors 
do the Father, and carried away 
{o great Numbers of Oxen, Sheep, Swine 
and other Proviſions, as amounted to the 
Value of 65000 Pounds, as it was given in 
buy themſelves afterwards; and not being 
4 ſotisfied with what they had done that Way, 
8 they, by the Force of their Arms, procur'd 
a Parliament to be call'd, and had the Spen- 
ers baniſh'd by an AQ, revenging at 
once both their own and the publick 
Injuries. | 


During all the Troubles and Contention 
berwcea the King and Lords; Queen Va- 
: | be lla 
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bella had always appear'd very ſollicitous 
for Peace and Amity; but in the Year 1321, 
ſhe being in Kezt, was denied Lodgings in 
the Caſtle of Leed., belonging to the Lord 
Badleſmare, one of the Earl of Lancaſter's 
Party, which ſo much affronted her, that 
- ſhe ſtudied Revenge, and influenc'd the 
| King to a moſt cruel Reſentment of the Diſ- 
honour ; for he came immediately before 
the Caſtle with a ſtrong Party, and took 
the Governor and chief Perſons of the Gar- 
riſon, and put them to a ſhametul Death; 
and then reſolving to be reveng'd on the 
Lords for their late Inſults, he marched to 
Circeſter, took many Caſtles, and beſieged 
others, while the Lords, not ſufpeCting ſuch 
ſudden Aſſaults, were providing for their 
Defence. | 


At Circeſter, Hugh Spencer Junior repair- 
ed to the King by Command, he being ho- 
vering upon Sea to wait the Event of Af 
fairs on Land. The Nobility, at this Time, 
had loſt the Good-will of the Queen, who, 
upon all former Differences, interpos'd her 
beſt Endeavours to excuſe and reconcile 
them to the King ; ſo that now they were 
expoſed to all their Enemies about the King, 
who urged him to purſue and bring them 
into Subjection; and after ſeveral Reſoluti- 
ons to that EfleQ, the Baniſhment of the 

SPencers 
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encers was reverſed and declar'd ground» 
leſs, and their Revocation was decreed by. 


The Lords being divided among themſelves, 


ſeveral of them forſook their Leader the Earl 
of Lancaſter, and ſubmitted to the King; 


others were apprehended, among whom 
were the two M-rtimers, who were com- 
mitted to the Tower of Loxdox, and others 


to Wallingford Caſtle, The Faction being 
thus weakned, they retired to the North, 


the Archbiſhop of Canterbury and his Sute. 
rages. | | 


under the Conduct of the Earl of Lancaſter, 


where the King purſued them to Burrows. 


bridge, where they were ſtop'd by Sir Au. 


drew Harclay and others of the King's 


Friends; and in forcing their Way over 
the Bridge the Earl of Hertford was kill'd, 


and the Earl of Lancaſter nat being able ta 


maintain the Battle, nor make his Eſcape, 
was taken Priſoner by the aforeſaid Sir 
Andrew Harclay, and with him about 95 


Barons, Baronets and Knights were taken, 


i 664 193 3TIOE S039 gage 
The Earl Was immediatiately ſent to Pan- 


tefract Caſtle, where he was ſentenc'd to be 
Hang'd, Headed, and Quarter'd, as a Trai- 
tor; but in Regard he was of the Blood 
Royal, he was only Be-headed the ſame Day 


he was ſentenced, without the Town of 


Pontefraff, 


ED WAR D II. 33 


Pontcfraf, before his own Caſtle; At the 
ſame Time, the King fitting in judgment, 
aſſiſted by the two Spencers, Edmund Earl 
of Kent, the King's Brother, and the Earls 
of Pembrake and Warren; they ſentenced 
the Lord Rodger Clifford, the Lord Liſle, 
the Lord Touchet Thomas Mandivile, Henry 
Broadburn, William Fitzwilliam, William 
Lord Cheney, Thomas Lord Moubray and 
Joceline Lord D'enyvill, all who were exe» 
cuted ſoon after at Jorłk; and about the 
fame Time the Lord Teyes was taken, drawn 
hang'd and quarter'd at Landon: The Lord 
All enbm at Windſor, the Lords Badleſmere 
and Aſhburnhame at Canterbury, and the 
Lord Gifford at Gloceſter; they being all 
executed in the chief Cities, to ſpread the 
Terror over the Kingdom, and their Eſtates - 
and Titles being forfeited to the King, 
which he diſtributed among his Courtiers. 
Never was the Exgliſh Nation ſo ſtain'd 
with the Blood of Noblemen, as was ſhed 
at this Time, ſince the Conqueſt, which was 
occaſion'd by the too extravagant Powerand 
Ambition of the Spencers, who led the King 
into ſuch cruel Revenge. 
The King thinking, by theſe Meaſures, 
to make himſelf Terrible to the Scots, as 
well as his own People, march'd a great 
Army into Scotland; but was repulſed, and 
6 pur- 
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purſued by the Seofs, to Blackmore Foreſt, 
where they took all the King's Treaſure and 
Furniture, with the Earl of Richmond, and 
ſeveral other Perſons of Note. After this 
Defeat, the King begun to reflect on the 
Execution of the Earl of Lancaſter, and 
other Noblemen, as finding the People very 
much grieved fot their Deaths; and the 
Year after, Sir Andrew Harclay, who took 
the Earl, and for that had been created Earl 
. of Carliſle, fell under the King's, or at leaſt 

the Spencers Diſpleaſure, and was Drawn, 
Hang'd and Quarter'd at London. | 


The Spencers continuing to lead the King 
into many Efrors, againſt his Honour and 
Intereſt, had ſo exaſperated the Queen, that 
ſhe made daily Complaints, that inſtead of 
being us'd as Queen of England, ſhe was no 
better than a Waiting Maid, living upon a 
narrow Penſion from the Spencers. And 
Adam Tarleton, Biſhop of Hereford, who 
had been diveſted of all his Temporalities, 
as a Traitor, for fupporting the Mortimers 
in the Baron's Conteſt, getting into Favour - 
with the Queen, at this Time, contributed 
not a little to make her more diſſatisfied 
with the King's Conduct; and as the whole 
Power was lodged in the Hands of the Spe 
cers, and Chancellor Baldock, their Crea- 
ture, the Nation grew weary of their Op- 
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preſſion, and made loud Complaints againſt 
them; and there being ſome Neceſſity for 
the King to go over in Perſon to France ; 
the Spencers, tearing a Separation from him 
might prove Fatal to them, they adviſed him 
to tend over the Queen, who manag'd Mat- 
ters ſo dexterouſly, that all Differences were 
compos'd, upon Condition, that King Ea- 
ward ſhould give the Dukedom of G coy. 
to the Prince his Son, with the Earldom of 
Pont hien, tor which the King of Fraue was 
to accept the Prince's Homage. This be- 
ing agreed to, the Prince was ſent over to 
the Queen his Mother, which anſwered the 
Deſigns concerted to ruin the King's Fa- 
ction; and young Reger Mortimer, having 
made his Eſcape from the Tower of Lendon; 
became as much in Favour with the Queen; 
as the Spencers were with the King; he en- 
tred in Combination with the Queen to de- 
throne the King, and ſet up tlie Prince in his 
ſteackl; which, they accompliſh'd in a ſhort 
Time : And although the King ſent Letters, 
requiring the Queen and Prince to come 
Over; yet, as they had not concerted their 
.. Meaſures effectually, made Pretences for 
ſtaying longer. But Stapleton, Biſhop of 
Exeter, being ſent over by the King, to at- 
tend the Prince, having obſerved great Fa- 
miliarity between the Queen and Mortimer, 
he came over, and inform'd the King of a 
0 
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he could; whereat he was ſo enrag'd, that 


he caus'd the Queen, and Prince, to be pro- 


claim'd Enemics to the Kingdom, for which 
they were, by the Parliament, Baniſh'd, 
with all ſuch as adher'd to them ; ordering 
at the ſame Time, all Sea-Ports of the Na- 
tion to be carefully watch'd, and to appre- 
hend them, if they landed. 


The Queen fearing the Heucers Power, 
and that the Want of Money might Ruin 
all her Deſigns ; ſhe, with the Prince, Mor- 
timer, and all her Adherents, retir'd to Hei- 
nault, where they were chearfully received, 
and fplendidly entertain'd, by Will;am, the 
Earl of that Country, where the Queen 
contracted the Prince Edward, then only 
fourteen Years of Age, to Philippa, one of 
the Earl of Heinault's Daughters; and with 
the Money contracted for her Portion, the 


Queen raifed Forces in Heinault and Ger- 


many, for her Service in England; and hav- 
ing procured Ships, ſhe embarked for Eng- 
lani, with the Prince, Edmund Earl of 
Kent, the King's Brother, Rodeer Mortimer, 
and many others who had fled from Eng- 
land, having an Army of 2750 Men, Com- 
manded by the Earl of Heinault's Brother: 
They landed at Harwich; and being joined 
by ſeveral Noblemen, with the Biſhop of 
Hereford, and others, with their Depen- 

dants, 
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dants, who compos'd a conſiderable Army; 
which, being Review'd at St. Eumondobum, 


they ſet forward againſt all Oppoſition. 


_ The unfortunate King, being at this time 
deſtitute of Friends, or good Council, or 
any other Means to oppoſe his Enemies ; he 
demanded Aſſiſtance of the City of London. 
Their Anſwer was, That they would Ho- 


nour and Reſpe& the King, Queen, and 


Prince; but would ſhut their Gates againſt 
Foreigners, and Traytors to the Realm. 
Upon this the King retir'd to the Weft, 
with Spexcer, and Chancellor Baldock, in 
hopes to raiſe an Army. 


At the ſame Time he publiſh'd a Procla- 
mation, wherein he commanded all Men to 
kill and deſtroy every one of the Queen's 
Adherents, excepting none but Herſelt, and 
the Prince; and whoever ſhould bring the 
Head of Roger Mortimer, ſhould have a 


- Thouſand Pounds. But the Queen's Party 


encreaſing every Day, purſued the King, 
and his few Followers, ſo that he was re- 
duc'd to ſuch Deſpair, that he took Ship- 
ping ta go over into Ireland; but by con- 
trary Winds he was driven back, and was 
obliged to land privately in South Wales. 
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The Queen having ſubdu*d ſeveral Places, 
came and took the City of Gloxce/ter, where 
they took old Spencer, whom they hang'd 
on the common Gallows ; he being then a- 
bove ninety years of Age. The King being 
chen conceal'd in Wales, the Queen's Party 
publiſh'd Proclamations, declaring, If Ring 
Edward would come in to them, and Conform 
himſelf to the Laws of the Nation, he ſhould 
be reſtored to the Government, by the general 
Conlent of the People. But the King not 
truſting to their Promiſes, kept himſelf, 
with young Spencer, conceal'd. And the 
Queen, with her Army, went to Hereford, 
where ſhe undertook to diſpoſe of the Go- 
vernment ; and by the Conſent of the Lords, 
and Community of her Party, the Prince 
Edward was made Cuſtos, or Guardian of 
the Kingdom, and had Fealty ſworn to him 
„ TTY 7 


The King, who had been all this Time 
conceal'd, was found out in his ſecret Re- 
tirement, by the Earl of Lancaſter's Bro- 
ther, who carried him, with young Spencer, 
Chancellor Baldock, and Simon de Reding, 
to Monmouth, and Ledbury, and from thence 
to Kenleworth Caſtle, in Warwickſhire , 
where the King was committed to the Cu- 
ſtody of the Earl of Lezcefter; and the other 
A er, 
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three were brought to Hereford, where the 
Earl of Arundel was, by Mortimer's Order, 
beheaded ; and young Spencer was carried 
about to grace the Queen's triumphant 
March; and being declared the Cauſe of 
her taking Arms, he was the more liable to 
the Rage of the Populace ; and being ſen- 
tenc'd by William Truſſel, a Judge, he was 
ignominiouſly drag'd to the place of Execu- 
tion, and hang'd upon a Gallows fifty Foot 
high, and being beheaded and quarter'd, his 
Head was ſet up' at London, and his Quar- 
ters in four Cities 'of the Kingdom ; and 
thoſe who apprehended him had a Reward 
of two thouſand Pounds, pay'd by the 
Queen. Simon de Reding was hang'd on a 
Gallows forty Foot High; and Chancellor 


Baldocſ was lent to Newgate, where he died 
Miſerably. 


The Queen and Prince, with their Fa- 
vourite Mortimer, coming to London, they 
were received with all Teſtimonies of Joy ; 
and the Parliament, or rather Convention, 
being call'd, a Declaration was drawn up, 
Containing all the unfortunate King's 
Crimes and Miſmanagements ; for which 
he was declared no King, and his Son, the 
Prince, appointed to be Crown'd in his 
ſtead; which was then proclaim'd in the 
great Hall at Weſtminſter. _ 
9 5 he 
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The Queen upon this Occaſion pretended 
Grief for the Misfortunes of the King her 
Husband ; but tho* ſhe ſeem'd to lament 
his Fate with Tears, yet could not perſuade 


many to believe that ſhe, who had fuch a 


violent Paſſion for Mortimer, and had pur- 
ſued and apprehended her Husband, could 


have any Concern for his Calamities: 


However, the Prince, either mov'd by her 


ſpecious Shew of Sorrow, or from his own 


natural generous Temper, ſolemnly declar'd 
he would never accept of the Crown. but 
by his Father's Conſent ; whereupon, Com- 
miſſioners were immediately appointed, 


who went to Kenleworth Caſtle, to per- 


ſuade the King to reſign the Crown, which 
he was oblig'd to comply with ; and that 
unfortunate Prince, on that Occaſion, was 


ſo much ſurpriz'd and dejected in his Spirit, 
that upon their mentioning the Purport of 
their Meſſage, he fell down to the Ground 


in a fainting Fit, out of which, when he 
was recover'd, they proceeded to the ſhort 
Ceremony of his Refignation, which-prin- 
cipally conſiſted in the Surrender of his Dia- 
dem and Enſign of Majeſty to the new King 
his Son: As tor any Form, this being the 


firſt ever in England, they could follow no 
Precedent, but were oblig*'d to make one; 


and Judge Truſſell put it into a Form of 
Law, to render it more Authentick, and 
| Pro: 
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pronounced it in theſe Words, I Wiliam 
* Truſſel, in the Name of all the Men of 
4“ England, and of all the Parliament, Pro- 
© curator, renounce to Thee Edward, the 
„Homage that was made to Thee fome 
“Time; and from this forward, I defy 
«© Thee, and prive Thee of all Royal 
&« Power; and 1 ſhall never be Attendant 
„ on Thee as King after this Time. 
Which being done, Sir Thomas Blunt, 
Knight, Steward of the Houſhold, by break- 
ing his Staff, reſign'd his Office, and de- 


clar'd that the late King's Family was diſ- 


charg'd, This was done upon the 22d Day 
of January, 1327, in the 43d Year of 
His Age, and in the 2oth Year of his 
Reign. | FE: 


Upon this Reſignation, Proclamation was 
publiſh'd ; and immediately Writes were 
iſſued to all the Sherifls of the Kingdom, 
to proclaim the new King's Peace; in 
which he declared ro the People, that his 
Father, the late King, had, by Conſent of 
the Nobility and Community of the Realm, 
made a free and voluntary Reſignation of 
the Regal Dignity to him, as being his 
eldeſt Son and Heir, to the Kingdom; and 
upon Sund, the firſt Day of February, this 
young Hero, Edward III. was Crown'd at 
Heeſtminſter ; the Sword being girded — 

* 
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by the Hands of his Couſin Herr Earl of 


Lancaſter, and the Crown put on his Head 


by Walter Rignald, Archbiſhop of Caater- 
bury; and as an Earneſt of the many Bene- 
fits of his ſucceeding Reign, he cauſed pro- 


claim a general Pardon, which gave Occa- 


{ion to ſucceeding Kings to grant the like at 
their Acceſſion to the Crown, in Imitation 
of ſo renown'd an Example: But by Reas+ 
fon of the King's tender Age, twelye of the 
Chief Nobility, were appointed as Regents, 


or Guardians of the King and Kingdom, 


until he ſhould be of Age: But yet the 
Queen; and her Favourite, ſo manag'd all 


Affairs of State, and her Dowry was ſo un- 


reaſonably enlarg'd, that her Son had not 


one Third of the Revenue; by which Means 


Mortimer had Opportunity to advance his 
Creatures, to all Offices of Power and Pro- 
fit, ſo that every Thing was diſpos'd at his 
Pleaſure. | | 


The depos d King, who had but a ſmall 
Allowance, and mean Attendance, during 
his Confinement, wrote ſeveral Letters to 


the Queen, and her Son, earneſtly deſiring 


to ſee them; but the Lord Mortimer poſſeſſed 
the Queen with ſtrange Notions, as that 
the King would certainly murder her, if ſhe 
went into his Company, altho' that poor 
unfortunate Prince had had no 2 5 De- 

igns; 
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ſisns; and when many of the Nobility 
conſider'd how diſreſpe ny he had been 


us'd by Mortimer and his Emillaries, they 
were conſulting of ſome Means to deliver 
him from his Confinement ; of which, when 
the Queen and Mortimer had Notice, they 
were apprehenſive of being call'd to Ac- 
count, therefore reſolv'd upon the King's 
Deſtruction; and having obſerv'd, that the 
Earl of Lancaſter had treated him with 
greater Humanity and Reſpect than he had 
done at firſt, they appointed two new 
Keepers, who were Thomas Gurney and 
John Maitravers, Men of barbarous and 
inhumane Diſpoſition, who carried him 
from Kenleworth Caſtle by Night, and 
from one Place to another, till they lodg- 
ed him at laſt in Berkely Caſtle in G/c- 
ceſter· ſbire, where they uled ſeveral Means 
to take away his Life, by putting poyſon- 
ous Things in his Food; but he being of a 
ſtrong healthful Coniſtitution, difappointed 
their Deſigns, *till at laſt Mortimer, and the 
Biſhop of Hereford, having conſulted with 
their inhumane Agents, upon the 22d Day 
of ' November, the above-mentioned two 
Keepers coming to him in Bed, they preſs'd 
his Body with Cloaths, and thruſt up 4 
red hot Iron through a Ductile Pipe into 
his Bowels and Body; which moft barba- 
rous Murder was contriv'd, to prevent any 
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outward Mark of Violence; fo that the 
Manner of his Death was not ſuſpeQed.; 
and his Body being view'd by moſt of the 
noted Citizens of Gloceſter and Briſtol, who 
were ſummoned upon that Occaſion, and 
feeing no outward Sign of Wound nor Hurt, 
confirm'd the Reports of his Murderers, 
that he died of the Extremity of Grief. 


Thus fell Edward II. who, for his patient 
and pious Behaviour, was afterwards re- 
puted a /Szint? His Body was carried to 
Gloceſtet, where, without any Funeral Ce- 
remony, it was buried by the Benedictine 
Fryars, in St. Peter's Minſter ; where, af- 
terwards, his Son caus'd to be erected a fair 
Monument, with his Portraiture, in Ala- 
baſter, in the ſecond Arch, on the north 
Side of the Altar, between two Pillars, of 
the TIuſcan Order. | | 


The Murderers of the King, Guerney and 
Mal*- avers, inſtead of receiving a Reward 
for that execrable Action, were threatned ſo 
by the Queen and the Biſhop of Hereford, 
to avoid being try'd for what they had done, 
they fled beyond Seas; and Guerney return- 
ing to England three Years after, was appre- 
hended, and, without any Tryal, had his 
Head ſtruck off; and Maſtravers fled into 
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Germany, where he liv'd and died in great 
Miſery. my 


About this Time, the Lord Mortimer, 
whoſe indecent Familiarity with the Queen, 
was conſpicuous to the Nation, manag'd all 
Matters of Government at his Pleaſure, hav- 
ing made the Biſhop of Hereford, Chan- 
cellor ; they excluded all the other Nobility 
from any Share in the Government; and 
at that Time concluded a very diſadvanta- 
geous and diſhonourable Peace with Scot- 
land, and made the young King conſent to 
give up the Famous Deed, call'd the Rag- 
man Roll, which was ſign'd by John Balicl 
King of that Nation, and ſeveral of the 
Nobility, and given to Edward I. with 
ſeveral other Records and Monuments be- 
longing to that Nation, which he did with- 
out the Conſent or Knowledge of any, ex- 
cept the Queen, who fondly approv'd of all 
his Actions: And, in a Parliament call'd 
in Ofober 1 329, Mortimer had the Title of 
Earl of March conferr'd upon him; but from 
this Parliament the Earl of Lancaſter, nd 
ſeveral other Peers, abſented themſelves, and 
took up Arms, to. redreſs National Griev- 
ances ; but by the Mediation of the Biſhops, 
Matters were compos'd for ſome Time. 
Yet ſoon after, the Earl of Kert, Uncle to 
the King, having reſolv'd to reſcue his Ne- 
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phew from Mortimer, and his Party, he fell 
a Victim to the Power and Ambition of 
that great Favourite; and in a Parliament 
held at Wincheſter, that unfortunate Earl 
was unjuſtly Accus'd, and Condemn'd to be 
Beheaded, and became ſuch a diſmal object 
of Pity, that he was expos'd from Noon to 
Night on a Scaffold, or te: the Caſtle Gate, 
none being found to behead him, till a vile 
Wretch from the Marſhalſea was ſent for, 
and cut off his Head; which ſeem'd as a juſt 
Puniſhment on the Earl, for having join'd 
the Queen and Mortimer in deſtroying his 
Royal Brother, for which he was thus Re- 
warded, by being cut off in the 28th Year 
of his Age. J n 


Nor did the Proud high exalted Morti- 
mer long eſcape the Vengeance of Heaven; 
for He, who at firſt pretended to puniſh 
the Crimes of Spencer, and Redreſs Natio- 
nal Grievances; ſoon became more For- 
midable, and not only imitated the two 
former 'wicked Favourites, ' in all their 
Courſes of Pride, Extravagancy and Luxu- 
ry; but his Ambition ſtill: aim'd at higher 
Power ; for after the Murder of the King, 
he Govern'd the Nation, and the young 
Prince, at his Pleaſure; and inſulted and 
Oppreſs d the Subjects to much, that they 
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were ſtill more afflicted than they had been 
in the former Reigns. But at laſt the Peers, 
and Perſons of Antient Families, ſeeing 
their Prince, and themſelves, ſo much a- 
bus'd by this new Favourite, they reſolv'd 
to apprize the King of Mortimer's Corrupt 
Adminiſtration; and Warn'd him of his 
own, and his Subjects Danger; by which 

ſeaſonable Advice, the King inquir'd more 
narrowly into Mortimer's Management, 
whereby he diſcover'd how much he had 
himſelf been Abus'd, and his Subjects Op- 
preſs'd by that wicked Miniſter ; and at the 
tame Time, being made Senlible of the dif- 
honourable Familiarity of the Queen, his 
Mother, with Mortimer, he was juſtly en- 
rag'd againſt them, and reſolv'd to call them 
to a ſtrict Account before the Parliament; 
which ſafeſt Guard of the Prince and Peo- 


ple had been, for ſome Time paſt, much 


Mortimer having Notice of the young 
King's Intention, thinking ta avoid the 
threatned Danger, entred into a Conſpiracy 
to take away his Life; which being diſco- 
ver'd by ſome of the Loyal Peers, they in- 
form'd the King, who, with the Lord Mon- 
tague, and ſome other Valiant Lords and 
Gentlemen, went to Nottingham, 2 
* 1 c they 
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they entred the Caſtle in the Night, thro? 
a ſecret Paſſage in the Rock (ſince called 
Mortimer's Hole) and, with little Reſiſt- 
ance, ſeiz d on Mortimer, with the Queen, 
though he had, at that Time, no leis than 
one hundred and eighty Knights, beſides a 
numerous Retinue; he was lent, under a 
ſtrong Guard, to the Tower of London. 


Aſter this the King call?d a Parliament, 
and took into his Hands his Mother's exor- 
bitant Jointure, and reſtrained her extrava- 
gant Living to a Penſion of three thouſand 
Pounds per Aunum, and contin'd her within 
narrow Limits for her Abode; yet did her 
the Honour and Comfort of ſame Viſits eve- 
ry Year, although ſhe had forfeited his good 
Opinion and Affection, by Plotting againſt 
his Life, and her diſhonourable Familiarity 
with Mortimer; and in the ſame Parliament, 
fourteen Articles were exhibited againſt 
Mortimer; in which he was accus'd of ſe- 
veral heinous Crimes and Offences; parti- 
cularly, that he had Caus'd'the Murder of 
the late King, and his Brother the Earl of 
* and that he had kept a ſecret Corre- 
ſpondence with Scotland, and had occaſion- 
ed a diſhonourable Treaty with that Na- 
ne | 
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Theſe, and other Accuſations being ex- 
hibited againſt him, before the Earls and 
Barons in Parliament, they declar'd, That, 
in their Opinion, his Crimes were Noto- 
rious, and known to themſelves and the 
People ; therefore they adjudg'd the ſaid Earl 
Mortimer as a Traytor, and Enemy to the 
Kingdom, and that he ſhould be drawn and 
hang'd on the common Gallows at Tybarz : 
Which Sentence was executed on him after 
the moſt ignominious Manner ; and his Bo- 
dy was kept two Days hanging, for a Specta- 
cle of Horror and Diſgrace. 


By this due Execution of Juſtice, in pu- 
niſhing the Crimes of Mortimer, the young 
King gave great SatisfiQion to His Subjects 
of all Ranks, and rais d their Hopes of his 
future good Conduct, and equitable Govern- 
ment; which reviv'd the Spirit of the Peo- 
ple, after ſo long a Tract ot Calamities and 


Oppreſſion as they had ſuffer d, under the 


three ſucceeding Evil Miniſters. 


The King then choſe a Council, which 
conſiſted of the moſt Antient Peers, and 
Perſons of diſtinguiſh'd Judgment and Ex- 


>, and Knowledge of the Conſtitu- 
ion; by whoſe wiſe Adminiſtration his 


| Reign 
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Reign became, and continued to be Hap- 
py and Proſperous; and being a Prince o 
great Judgment and” Prudence, as well as 
perſonal Courage and Reſolution, he admit- 
ted none to fit in his Council, nor ſerve in 
his Court, but ſuch as were ſufficiently qua- 
lify'd for the ſeveral Offices wherein they 
were empley )). 
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Preceeding Hiſtory. 


ES AVING drawn an Abſttat 
of the Reign of EAuward II. 
and fo far of the Beginning 
of Edward III. as relates to 
_ the Lives of the three unhappy 
Favourite Miniſters ; -I "humbly 'hope it 
may not be improper to publiſh it at this 
Titne, when the Characters and Actions 
of Gave ſton, Spencer, and Mortimer, have 
been ſo lately reviv'd, and 1 0 patal. 
leliz?d, with Perſons of the preſent Nor 
ment; and I likeways think it proper, te 
take Notice, lat I bave obſery'd, wit 
what ſtrange Impudence, the diffaffected 
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Party, have in ſome of their no leſs ſediti- 
ous than ſcurrilous Libels, given very broad 
Hints of Compariſons, between the Cha- 
rafters of the unfortunate King Edward II. 
and his Queen Iſabella, and their preſent = 
Majeſties: How far there can be any 
- Grounds of Compariſon, between what 
may be read in the preceeding Sheets, of 
the Imprudence of Edward and his Conſort, 
and the virtuous Lives, and prudeat Con- 
duct of our preſent Royal Sovereign the 
King, and her Majeſty the =: let every 
| Britih Subject conſcientiouſly judge, and 
teſtify to the World: And at the ſame 
Time, let every impartial Subject and Well- 
wiſher of his Country, conſider how far 
there can be any Compariſon made, of the 
Birth, Qualifications and Conduct of Gave- 
ſton, Spencer, and Mortimer, with his Ma- 
jeſty's prime Miniſter, or any of the other 
Noble and Worthy Perſons, who are at 
this Time employed in the Service of the 
Government. EY | 
It appears from the ore going Hiſtory, 
that altho? Edward I. requir'd and conjur'd 
his Son, never to recall Gaveſton, 2 that 
unfortunate Prince, was ſo far diſobedient 
to his Father's dying Commands, that the 
very firſt publick Act of his Reign, was to 
bring home that vicious Favourite, who had 
been deſervedly baniſh*d; which ill advis'd 
Action, was an ominous Introduction $0 his 
. | future 
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future Conduct, as it really prov d; for, in- 
ſtead of liſtening to the prudent Council of 
Men of judgment and Experience, he, by 
the Example of this wicked Favourite, gave 
himſelf up to many extravagant Ways and 
Vices, unbecoming the Character and Dig- 
oo of a Prince. | 
| ut who dare be ſo impudent, as to inſi- 
nuate the leaſt Compariſon between the Miſ- 
management and Vices of that unhappy 
King, and the Character and Conduct of 
our preſent Royal Sovereign, either before 
or ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Throne; for his Majeſty, upon the Demiſe 
of his Royal Father, without any dying 
Precept, or particular Inſtruction, volunta- 
rily teſtified his dutiful Approbation of the 
late King's known Judgment, in chuſing 
his Miniſters, and contiaued them out of a 
true Regard to the Felicity of the Kingdom, 
which he knew had been fo long govern'd 
in Peace and Proſperity, by their wiſe 
Council and good Conduct; therefore his 
Majeſty, at his firſt Acceſſion to the Throne, 
continued all che Officers of State in their ſe- 
vera! Offices, as they had been in the for- 
mere Reign; and even Perſons who had 
been reputed the Beginners of ſome ſmall 
Miſunderſtanding that happen'd in the Roy- 
al Family, which, altho' ic made ſome Dif- 
ferences for a little Time, they were deb. 
piiy reconcil'd, to = great Joy of 1 
5 2 | ub- 
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Subjects, yet his Majeſty, at his Acceſſion, 
graciouſly receiv'd them without any Mark 
of Diſpleaſure or Reſentment, which teſti- 
fies to the World, how much his truly 
Royal Mind is above the Thoughts of per- 
ſonal Revenge or Hatred, and likewiſe de- 
monſtrates, = much his Royal Goodneſs 
and conſtant Care has eyer been, to promote 
and maintain the Peace and Felicity of his 
People; than which he had nothing mare 
at Heart: For at that Time, his Majeſty 
moſt judiciouſly conſider'd, that altho* ſome 
Perſons might have miſrepreſented ſome 
noble Perſonages, or he, himſelf, might 
have miſapprehended the moſt dutiful Offers 
they made, of Tendering their beſt Service, 
ſo far as to conceive ſame Diſpleaſure on 
that Account; yet being ſoon after well in: 
form'd, and ſatisfied with their dutitvl Be- 
haviour, and. knowing their ſtedfaſt Ad- 
herence and Diligence, in ſerving the Go- 
vernment, and their well approv'd Con- 
duct, and conſtant Endeavours to. ſupport 
the preſent happy Conſtitution. Theſe were 
the Motives that induc'd his Majeſty to 
give the moſt convincing Proof of entire 
Forgiveneſs to ſuch as were diſtinguiſh'd 
upon that Occaſion, and gracioully receiv'd 
them into Favour, according to their great 
Merit. This, I think, may ſerve to con 
fute any Party or Perſon, who ſhould inſi- 

nuate ſuch ambiguous Compariſons of his 
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Majeſty's Actions and Condutt, with thoſe 
of Edward II. without any Ground. 
Therefore, What can be more ſeditious 
than thoſe Compariſons? For, as I have 
obſery'd, our preſent King has acted in 
every Thing like a moſt prudent Prince, fol- 
lowing the great Example of his Royal Fa- 
ther; and by the ſame wiſe Method of 
Government, continues the Peace and Fe- 
licity of the Kingdom, and ſtill more and 
more engages the Hearts of his People; but 
nothing can fatisty ſeditious Minds, wha 
would impoſe the greateſt Fal ſhoods, to 
accompliſh their own wicked Deſigns. 
It is to be obſerv'd, that the ſeditious 
Authors of that infamous Libel the Craft 
mau, make their odious Compariſans from 
the pretended Remarks or Minutes of Old. 
Caſtle, which they wreſt to their own 
Meaning; and where they dare not freely 
mention the King, as the immediate Author 
of the moſt ſalſly alledg'd Oppreſſion of 
the People, they openly defame his Mi- 
niſters; and not only ſo very unjuſtly charge 
them with all the Vices and Extravagancies 
of Gave ſton, but alſo continue the Compa- 
riſon with the no leſs unhappy Favourite, 
Hugh de Spencer; whereas it appears to the 
World, that the ſo unjuſtly Accus'd, and 
groſly Abus d, Able and Praiſe-worthy Mi- 
niſter, who is openly pointed at, was at 
firſt diſtinguiſn'd by his great Merit, _ 

8 | Nas 
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has (notwithſtanding the many malicious 
Miſrepreſentations, and wicked Endeavours 
of his envious Adverſaries) given the moſt 
convincing Proof of his great judgment, 
and ſtedfaſt Zeal for the Honour and Digni- 
ty of the Crown, and Peace and Proſperity 
of the Nation. 

It appears that Spencer was ſuddenly 
rais'd, from a low Condition, only by the 
Fing's miſpla:*'d Favour, without any of 
the ſhining Qualicies which ſhould prinei- 
pally Recommend any Perſon to fo great 
Truſt in the Government; and by a fatal 
Chance, he was rais'd at once to the higheſt 
Ofice of the Court; by which ſudden Pro- 
motion he forgot his former Condition, and 
2 a Looſe to his Extravagancies, and un- 

unded Ambition; ſo that he could not 
be contented with the Power of a Miniſter, 
but ulurp'd the Authority of the King, and 
run on in a Tra& of wicked Courſes, and 
arbitrary Power, without any Conſiderat ion, 
or Reflection, on the unhappy Fate of his 
Predece ſſor; by which he Provok'd the 
Queen, and Nobility, to contrive ſuch 
Means to revenge their Wrongs, as brought 
him to an ignominious End, and involv'd 
the unfortunate Prince, his Maſter, in his 
Ruin and Deſtruction: Whereas it is well 
known, that the preſent Prime Miniſter, - 
whoſe great Ability and Experience in the 
Service of the State, has been his chiet Re. 

| comme» 
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commendation, from one Degree to another, 
through ſeveral Offices of the Court, had, 
with Honour and Reputation, diſcharg'd 
his Truſt, in conſiderable Places under the 
Crown, before he was admitted into the 
High Office he at preſent enjoys; and it is 
evident, that his greateſt Pride and Ambi- 
tion has ever been, to contribure his beſt 
Endeavours to maintain the Honour and 
Digaity of his Kiog, and the Proſperity of 
the People; as ic muſt be acknowledged by 
every honeſt Man, and Lover of Truth, that 
by 4 judicious Conduct, and indefatigable 
Endea vours of this great Stateſman, not on- 
ly his Majeſty's Dominions, but likewiſe all 
Europe, have enjoy*d Peace and Tranquilli- 
ty for ſeveral Years, notwithſtanding of the 
many threataed Attempts of Foreign Pow- 
ers, and the more dangerous Deligns of Do- 
meſtick. Enemies, who labour daily to ſow 
Sedition and Diſcord among his Majeſty's 
Subjects. All the Deſigns of foreign Pow- 
ers againſt this Nation being now eatirely 
defeated, fo that every Court of Europe has 
agreed to ſubmit to the Determination of 
the Kingand Council of Great Britain: and 
the Domeſtick Enemies of the Government, 
are ſufficiently convinc'd, how much the 

have labour'd in Vain for ſome Years za: þ 
to breed Diviſions between his Majeſty and 
Subjects; and although they have ſo long 
continued to ſpit their Venom at One great 
| | Character, 
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Character, inſtead of gaining their baſe 
Ends, they have expos'd their Wickednels 
and Folly, and have diſcover'd the chiet 
Managers of their ſeditious Deſigns, which 
has not been ſo much levelPd againſt one 
particular Perſon, as it appears to be againſt 
the general Peace and Quiet of the King- 
dom. : | 
Therefore, ſince in their Libels they have 
ſo freely mention'd one Perſon, againſt 
whom they have uttered all the falſe Lets 
ſations that their Malice could ſuggeſt; it 
is to be hop'd, they cannot blame any Per- 
ſon, who 1s a real Well-wiſher to the preſent 
Royal Family, and Happy Conſtitution, to 
uſe the fame Freedom with particular Per- 
fons of their Party, and to ler every Loyal 
Subject of the Kingdom know, that one 
of the chief Governors, or Directors of the 
Society of Libellers, was; and ftill is, the 
fo well known H——» St. F——2z, late 
* dV. t R——-e, who was (and I 
may venture to affirm ſtill is) a declar'd Ene- 
my to the preſent Royal Family; who, hay- 
ing been found guilty of High Treaſon, was 
Baniſh'd, and liv'd in Exile; during which 
Time, he contriv'd all the Means he could 
to diſturb the Peace of theſe Nations ; and 
yet, after being Pardon'd, by that moft 
merciful King whom he ſought to deſtroy, 
and had leave to return to his Native Coun- 
try; He no ſooner came into this —— 
than 
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than his wicked Diſpoſition appear'd, in 
manifeſt Acts of the baſeſt Ingratitude: 
Therefore, J hope every Subject of Great. 
Britain will impartially Conſider, That this 
is HE! the late evil, corrupt, wicked Mi- 
niſter, whoſe Vices, bad Conduct and Trea- 
ſon, might juſtly be compar'd with GA E- 
STON, SPENCER, or Mog TIM ER. When 
a Favourite, and admitted into the Higheſt 
Office under the Crown, he then Abus'd 
and Deceiv'd his Royal Miſtreſs, and her 
Allies; and betrayed many of the Lives, 
and (as far as in his Power lay) the Liber- 
ties of the People: And after having acted 
the moſt publick Scenes of Treaſon, Trea- 
chery and Debauchery, of which he was 
publickly detected, he would now endea- 
vour to make the World believe, that he 
is become a molt Zealous Patriot for that 
wn ua and Conſtitution, which ſo lately 
he ſtudied to Subvert and Ruin; and after 
all his Miſmanagements, as well as Treaſon, 
have been made publick, he would endea- 
vour to delude People into an unreaſonable 
Belief, that he is an Able Stateſman, a Loy- 
al Subject, and a hearty Well-wiſher of his 
Country. But as his Treaſonable Practices 
are ſo lately recorded, it would be needleſs 
to mention them here; nor is there any 
Danger of his gaining Credit with any 
Man af common Senſe and Reaſon; and 
it is to be hop'd, that every good Subject 
| I Will 
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will contemn and deſpiſe his Seditious Li- 
bels, and Wicked Endeavours, as much as 
they lately did abhor and deteſt his Treaſon 
and Treachery. - | 

This wicked Man muſt certainly be Mad, 
or cannot have the Uſe of Reaſon : If he 
had, he would conſider how People muit be 
ſurpriz'd to find him fo ingratefully Igno- 
rant, and unmindtul of the many Obliga- 
tioas he owes the Royal Family, and even to 
the great Man whom he endeavours to un- 
dermine and Ruin. Indeed I am afraid his 
evil Genius, which led him on to commit 
ſo many paſt Acts of Wickednefs, {till hur- 
' ries him on to ſome unhappy Fate, which 
cannot be worſe than his Crimes deſerve, 
when it may be made appear to the World, 
how many Lives have been deſtroy'd by his 
Means and Contrivances. 3 
When this unhappy Man firſt appear'd in 
Publick, he had many Advantages, which 
remov'd all Impediments in his Way to 
the higheſt Degree of Preferment at Court, 
wherein he had a fair Opportunity to have 
acted, ſo as to have been an Ornament to 
his Country; for Perſons of Judgment, at 
that Time, had great Hopes of him, and 
took him to be a Man of Honour and Inte- 
grity ; but they were deceived, for he ſoon 
diſcover'd | himſelf to be a Man of ſome 
volatile Wit and Subtilty, in contrivin 
{hallow Stratagems ; but without Solidity of 
L | Judgment, 
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Judgment, or any Honour, or honeſt Prin- 
ciples, which plainly appear'd through the 
whole Courſe of his injudicious and corrupt 
Adminiſtration ; the pernicious Conſequen- 
ces of which, not only involv'd the King- 
dom in heavy Debts, but alſo has brought 
on the greateſt Difficulties, which the Mini- 
ſtry and Nation have labour'd under tor ſe- 
veral Years palt; all which are ſo well 
known to the preſent Government, and 
Subjects, that it would be needleſs to men- 
tion the Particulars: But now, that he pub- 
lickly Acts the Part of a notorious Incen- 
dary, I think it is the Duty of every loyal 
Subject, who wiſhes well to the preſent 
Royal Family, and happy Conltitution 1n 
Church and State, to oppoſe this Agent of 
Iniquity, in his Progreſs of Wickedneſs. If 
he had been at firit diſcover'd to be the 
Author or chief Manager of theſe Seditious 
Libels, they had met with very little Encou- 
ragement from _ Britiſh Subject, even 
from the once diſaffected Jacobites ; for they 
are ſenſible, that as ſoon as B e tound 
his ill- contriv'd Plots prove inefeQtual, he 
then invented all the Means he could to de- 
ſtroy ſuch of that unhappy Party, as he 
thought would Accuſe or Condema him of 
having firſt led them on to their Ruin ; and 
being ruin'd, ſtudied Means to make them 
Murder and Deſtroy one another. This 
he, in his Conſcience, knows to be true, 
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and can be verified by undeniable Proofs : 
tor which Reaſons he conſidered, that his 
own Name and Character would make any 


1 =: ſuſpected that he could Publiſh, up- 


on any Subject or Pretence; and therefore 
ſtudied Means to engage ſome Perſons of 
diſtinguiſh'd Characters, who had not been 
found Guilty of any former Diſafſection to 
the Goverment; and having, by ſome very 
ſurprizing Subtilty, prevaiPd with a Gentle- 
man of great Parts, and plentiful Fortune, 
who had, upon ſeveral former Occaſions, 
teſtified his Loyalty, and ſtedfaſt Adherence 
to the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the preſent 
Royal Family: But he being, at a certain 
Time, ſomewhat diſguſted at the Court, he 
join'd with this noted Enemy of the Go- 
vernment, in all his ſeditious Deſigns; and 
the better to carry on their Contrivan- 
ces, they diſguis'd themſelves under feign'd 
Names and Characters, to avoid ſuch Pro- 
ſecutions as they might reaſonably appre- 
hend. 
| Moſt People were very much ſurpriz'd, 
that a Man of Honour, whoſe Character 
appear'd to be free from any former Impu- 
tation of Treaſon, or even Diſaffection, 
would any ways be concern'd with him 
| who had been publickly recorded a Rebel 
to the King, and Enemy to the Conſtitu- 
tion; whole Actions have been no leſs Scan- 
dalous than Wicked; and it ſecms very 


ſtrange, 
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ſtrange, that this Gentleman, who once was 
much eſteem'd for his ſtedfaſt Loyalty, and 
fluent Eloquence in the great Senate of the 
Nation, and being poſſeſs'd of a plentiful 
free Eſtate, could be ſo eaſily prevail'd up- 
on by this Deceiver, to join with him in 
carrying on a continued Tract of ſuch Se. 
ditious and Scurrilous Libels, wherein even 
the King and Council are Abus'd, and falſly 
Accus'd, of the greateſt Miſmanagement 
and Incroachments on the Priviledge of the 
People: And this Gentleman, ſince his fatal 
Engagement with B——-e, he ſeems to for- 
get himſelf, and all Gentleman-like Behas 
viour, and ſtill continues his unregarded 
Scurrility ; and even now, when he ſees 
himſelf expos'd, and his Madneſs and Fol. 
ly ridicul'd, rather than make an honoura- 
ble Retract, by abandoning that Son of Per- 
dition, and ſupplicating Pardon from the 
King, Council and Parliament, and doing 
that Juſtice he ought, in Honour to the great 
Character he has ſo much Abus'd; he ſtill 
continues his ſeditious Reflections againſt the 
whole Government, under the ambiguous 
Denominations of Corrupt Miniſters. This 
unfortunate Gentleman already finds the juſt 
Diſpleaſure of his Majeſty the King, who 
has excluded him from that ſelected Number 
of his moſt diſtinguiſh'd Subjects; which 
Mark of Degradation, ſeldom or never hag 
been known, but upon the higheſt Offence 
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of any Member; and even his Friends are 
ſo much aſham'd of his Actions, that they 
have abandon'd him for their own Safety; 
and ſhould he continue his Invectives, *tis 
not to be doubted but that both Houles of 
Parliament will uſe proper Means to reſent 
the many falſe Accuſations and Miſrepreſen- 
tations of their Proceedings in general, and 
ſuch unmannerly Reflections on the Cha- 
raters of particular Members of both 
Houſes, without any Regard to their Per- 
ſons or Families. 

Many are of Opinion, that this Gentle- 
man envies the Felicity and good Succeſs. 
of the prime Miniſter, and ſtudies all the 
Means he poſſibly can to make him hateful 
to the People; and that he, and his Ad- 
herents, have made ſolemn Vows to purſue 
him to Deſtruction; and that altogether, 
upon the Account of ſome private Picque 
and Hatred, he has for ſome Time enter— 
tain'd; and Daily expects to find ſome Op- 
portunity of Revenge : If that be the Cale, 
T think he takes the molt improper and 
imprudent Method, to make his own pri- 
vate Quarrel the Cauſe of the Publick : For, 
if the Miniſter had done him any Injury or 
Injuſtice (which could never yet be made 
appear) the Gentleman ought to conſider 
the Reipz& due to the King, Council, and 
Parliament, and have laid his Complaint 
(had he any Cauſe) before them, in proper 
* N Form, 
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But he, and his Party, without any Regard 


to the King's Authority or Priviledges of 
Parliament, take the Liberty to publiſh 
their falſe Allegations of Faults and Miſ- 
managements in the Government, and lay- 
ing the whole Blame upon one Miniſter, in 
their ſcurrilons Libels; and after being 
queſtioned, nay. even challeng'd over and 
over, to give one ſingle Proof of their falſe 
Accuſations ; they evade the Queſtion, and 
moſt impudently and falſly alledge, that 
the Miniſter ſcreens himſelt under the Cha- 
racer of his Royal Maſter, which makes it 
appear very plain, that they not only aim 
at the Miniſter's Ruin, but likewiſe endea- 
vour to make the People have ſuch an ill 
Opinion of the King, as that his Majeſty 
would continue and protect an evil Miniſter 
to plunder and oppreſs his Subjects; than 
which, to infinuate, what can be more ma- 
niteſt Defamation of his Royal Character? 
And does not their Deſigns appear to be 
openly againſt the Government, and to breed 
Diviſions between the King and People, 
altho' at this Time every Subject is ſatiſ- 
fied that the Kingdom never enjoyed more 
real Felicity and Peace, than under the 
preſent moſt mild and equitable Govern- 
ment; and the Miniſtry make it their dai] 
Study, to eſtabliſh and confirm the Peace 
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and Tranquillity of all Europe, as well as of 
his Majeſty's Dominions. | 
And, as we have had a great Eaſe of 
Taxes in the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, we 
are ſtill in Hopes of being further eaſed ; and 
the Heſſian Troops (that great pretended 
National Grievance) are now diſcharged, 
altho* they know in their own Conſciences, 
they were moſt neceſſary to preſerve his Ma- 
jeſty's Foreign. Dominions, and allo to pre- 
vent Ruptures abroad, which might engage 
this Nation ina War; and yet theſe Sow- 
ers of Sedition, ſtill continue their inveterate 
Reflections againſt the Government; and 
although they would make the World be- 
lieve they only ſeek to remove one Miniſter, 
yet from all their Libels it may be ſeen, 
that they labour to render the King, Coun- 
cil and Parliament, Criminal in the Opinion 

of the People; for they know, that to 
charge any one Miniſter, with having en- 
ter*d into, and concluded ſo many Treaties, 
deſtructive to the common Intereſt of the 
Nation, is a downright Charge of the Mal- 
Adminiſtration of the whole Government. 
For, *tis my humble Opinion, by the ſmall 
Knowledge I have of the Government, that 
no Miniſter, in the late or preſent Reign, 
ever had ſuch an unlimited Power, as to 
_ conclude any Treaty or Agreement, with 
any Foreign Potentate, without the Know- 
ledge and dcliberate Conſultation and Ap» 
probation 
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their Charge is directly againſt the Ki 
and Privy- Council, whom I take to 'be the 
Principal Part of the Government; and ſince 
all the moſt prudent Meaſures entered iiitꝭ, 
and Treaties concluded by the Government, 
for the Advantage of the Nation, are thus 
Expos'd and ridicuPd in publick Libels, and 
unjuſtly charg*d on one ſingle Member of 
that moſt Honourable Council; whefein tlie 
King conſults all Matters of Impörtance 
concerning the State: I think it is a 'DatF 
incumbent on every good Subject, to expoſe 
and ridicule the Authors of ſuch vile Eibels 
as have been ſo long continued againſt the 
King and Government. 
- ?Tis true, they claim the Liberty of the 
. Preſs; but it appears to the World how 

much they have abus d that Priviledge; fof 
the only Uſe they make of it, is to ſow their 
' feditious Sentiments in the Heafts of ke 
People; ar leaſt as many as they can delude 
to believe their falſe Aſſertionz: Thbeß 
ſhould the Liberty of the Preſs be denied 
them, upon the tcaſonable Conſiderations of 
their Endeavours to foment Rebellion and 
Civil Wars; Who can reaſonably blame 
the King, Council and Parliament, tor uling 
neceſſary Means to prevent the dangerous 
Conſequences of their wicked Deſigns? And 
ſhould all the Prinrers, and Publiſhers 6f 
ſuch Libels, ' be proſecuted with the utmoſt 
9887 ; K Scve- 
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Severity of the Law, what Room have they 
to complain of hard Treatment from the 
King and Government ? for altho? they have 
all along pretended to expoſe the Faults of 
one Miniſter, yet it is plain they carry their 
Reflections againſt the King and Govern- 
ment: For if that Miniſter has done no- 
thing without the Knowledge and Conſent 
of the King, or Council, or Parliament; 
and that neither King, Council, or Par- 
liament, could ever yet blame his Manage- 
ment in any Thing committed to his Care 
they who would defame this Miniſter, and 
at the ſame Time the King, Council or Par. 
liament, ought to be proſecuted and puniſh- 
ed; for it is plain they uſe all the Means in 
their Power, to make tlie People believe 
that the King, Council and Parliament, 
have conjunctly ſtudied, for ſeveral Years 
paſt, to bring the Nation to Ruin; and that 
they, who thus abuſe the People, are the 
only wiſe diſcerning Perſons, who have the 
Well- fare of the Nation at Heart; whereas, 
it viſibly appears, that all their Pretences 
of preſerving the Liberty and Property of 
the People, is no more than wicked Deſigns 
to foment Rebellion, and again raiſe a Ci- 
vil War. 

It is commonly reported, that about the 
ſame Time the late L—d B——e aim'd at 
having his Seat in Parliament; Mr. P——y 
concjved great Hopes of higher Offices — 
3 | the 
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the Government than he could well expect, 
(or by his late Behaviour) can be thought 
well qualified for; and, fince their equally 
unjuſt Ambition and Vanity were juſtly diſ- 
appointed, they commenced Patriots ; and 
while they pretend ro maintain the Libert 
and Property of the Subjects, againſt evil 
Miniſters and corrupted Courtiers, th 
have every Week abus'd the Publick, and 
do all they can to expoſe and diſgrace their 
Country, by repreſenting the Decay of 
Trade, the Weakneſs of the Conſtitution, 
the Danger of Liberty, and every Thing 
they could invent, to make the Government 
odious to the People at home, and deſpisꝰd by 
Foreign Powers: All this they have done to 
ſerve their own wicked Ends againſt the 
reat Man, whom they have openly declar'd 
ruin; bur it is clearly difcover'd, tha 
their ſeditous Deſigns are not only inte 
to remove the Miniſter, but likewiſe to de- 
ſtroy that Conſtitution they ſo falfly pretend 
to ſupport. * 
That Party, at their firſt ſetting out, in 
libelling the Government by Miſrepreſenta- 
tions, and well ſtudied Calumny, gain'd 
ſome Credit with many unthinking People, 
and even impos'd upon ſome Perſans of 
judgment; but they, in a little Time, loſt 
that Credit, and the chief Managers of the 
Party have made themſelves hateful to all 
ſuch as defire the Peace and Tranquillity * 
. a 
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the Kingdom; and at this Time very few 
will be concern'd, unleſs it he {ome Hire- 
lings, who have no other Way to live but 
by continuing in their Service, to retail 
Weekly, ſome of their ſo often repeated 
ſtale Nonſenſe. No Doubt but they were 
once laviſh enough, in defraying the Ex- 
pence of publiſhing and diſperſing their 
Libels, and as they once promis'd them- 
ſelves Succeſs in their Undertakings, their 
Adherents were in great Hopes of large 
Rewards or Places when once their Maſters 
Were admitted into the Miniſtry; tho? I 
Fould think, that no Man in ki Senſes 
could have the leaſt Hopes of ſeeing the 
late L-—d B-——e, or any of his Aſſoci- 
ates, admitted into any Place of Truſt, af. 
ter being juſtly baniſh'd for treaſonable 
Practices; and really it was more than he 
could well expect, to be permitted to live in 
any Part of his MajcRty's Dominions, when 
it is ſo well known that he has * all 
poſſibie 'Meaiis to diſturb the Nation, by 
ſpreading ſuch ſcandalous Reflections on the 
Character of his Majeſty and beſt Subjects, 
as might render them bateful to the Peos. 
ple. Therefore, fiice the Liberty of the 
Preſs is frecly allow'd, I hope this ſham 
Patriot and his. Coadjuiors, have no Reaſon 
to be oſſended at the Liberty I take, to in. 
form every good Subject ot the dangerous 
Deſigns of this wicked Man, whole _ 
fo Pifiit bits bh 22 ant 
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ſtant Study is to render all other great 
Mens Characters as odious as his on. He 
knows he has torteited all Credit and Repu- 
tation, as well as his Titles and Honours; 
and by his Behaviour it ſeems very probable, 
that his Life, at this Time, is a Burden to 
him, and rather than live and die quietly 
in private, he is refolv'd upon ſqme mit- 
chievous Means, to make his End memor- 
able; and ſince it is out oft his Power to do 
any good Deed to perpetuate his Memory, 
may entertain Hopes of fomenting a 
new Rcbellion among his Majeſty's Sub- 
jets, whereby he may find an Oppor- 
tunity to do ſome great Action, tho' it 
ſhould end in his Deſtruction. But, I hope, 
there are none ſo mad at this Time, to offer 
any Diſturbance to the moſt peaceable and 
prudent Government that ever rul'd this 
Nation; eſpecially, when they know the 
Patron of the Party, who under the Pre- 
tence ot expoſing wicked Miniſters, have 
labour'd with the utmoſt Induſtry theſe 
five Years paſt, not ſo much to change the 
Miniſtry, as to ſubvert the Government and 
Conſtitution ; and whilſt they complain of 
National Grievances and Oppreſſion of the 
People, they. are uſing the moſt effectual 
Means in their Power, to breed ſuch Diſtur- 
bances in the Nation, as would put both 
Sovereign and Subjects to far more Expence 
and Inconvenience than ever they we 
| Ts ; 8 IS 8 2 7 ub- 


L. * 


8 Remarks on the 
ſubject to under the preſent Government. 
But this Son of Belial, not only exclaims a- 
gainſt the Miniſter, but at the ſame Time 
does all he can to make every Subject believe 
that the King conives at his Crimes; then 
is it not very plain that he endeavours to 
make the Subjects have an ill Opinion of his 
Majeſty ; for it may be reaſonably ſuppos'd, 
that if the Minifter could have been guilty 
of ſo many Crimes, and that the King and 
Council have protected him, they muſt be 
equally guilty of his Crimes and Miſmanage : 
ments: But the Miniſter's great Happi- 
neſs is, to have always given in a very faith- 
ful and fair Account before the Parlia- 
ment, of the dutiful Diſcharge of his Truſt ; 
and fince no Fault has been found by neither 
King nor Parliament, with any one ACtion 
of his Adminiſtrations, nor none of the other 
noble Perſons employ'd in any other Office 
of Truſt; it is very unreaſonable that a par- 
don'd Rebel, who committed ſo many no- 
torious Crimes againſt the Honour and In- 
tereſt of the gy and Subjects, when 
was in Power; ſhould at this Time be 
allowed to abuſe and miſrepreſent a Gentle- 
man, who has been always ready to ſerve 
the Prince and People with the utmoſt Fi- 
delity. And it is very odd, that Mr. S 
or any other, whoſe Ambition and unrea- 
ſonable Defire of Wealth or Power, being dif 
appointed, and arg now become diſaffected; 
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ſhould thus be allowed to continue a Tract 
of as falſe as malicious Accuſations, againſt 
the Character of this able Stateſman, who 
1 on given the moſt convincing Proof of 
his Loyalty, judgment and Fidelity. in 
diſcharging all the Honourable Offices, 
wherein he has been from Time to Time 
employed; and ſince neither King, Council 

nor Parliament, could never find any Fault 

in his Management; I think it is great Pre- 
ſumption in any other Subject, to charge 

pim with ſuch Crimes: But, when even 

is Conduct, and all the Proceedings of the 

King, Council and Parliament, are expoſ- 

ed, and moſt impudently ridicuPd by a Re- 

bel, who, of all Men living in this Nation; 

ought to be moſt thankful that he enjoys 

Life and Liberty; both which he had fo 

juſtly forfeited. I ſay, this pardon'd Cri- 

final ought to keep Silence, if others had 
Room to ſpeak and cenſure the Govern- 
ment. Perhaps he may alledge, that he is 
out of the Queſtion, and it is other free 
Subjects who complain of the Government; 
but it is my Opinion, that moſt of the other 
Perſons, who have been engaged with him, 
are now convinced of their Folly and Mad- 
neſs; and it is really Matter of Concern 
to many, that a Man who had formerly ap- 
pear*d ſo zealous in the Service of his King 
and Country, ſhould thus proſtitute his 
| I Prin- 
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Principles to the Service of this wicked 
Sure Mr. P——» muſt be heartily ſorry 
for his Offences againſt the King, Couneil 
and Parliament, as he is very Scaſible that 
the Miniſtef has not, nor could not te guil- 
ty of Oppreſſing and Plundefing the Sub- 
jects without the Knowledge of the King, 
Council and Parliament. Why then? They 
who Write againſt the Government, under 
the Character of Corrupt Miniſters, in the 
plaineſt Terms, 8 the King ant 
Parliament with Oppreſſion and Miſm 
nagement: For if a Miniſter can make the 
King and Parliament comply with what- 
ever Meaſures he may think proper, to ad- 
vance his own Intereſt, then the Miniſter 
may be Accus'd of embezeling the publick 
Money, and ſuch other Crimes; but wheti 
it appears, that he has given à fir and par- 
ticular Account of the ſeveral Uſes to which 
the publick Money has been applied, ſo 
that he has it not in his Power to exact 


"any Money, nor raiſe Taxes of the SubjeRs; 


ut what is found Neceſſary to defray the 
Charges of the Government, which is grant- 
ed by publick Acts of Parliament; it is 
downright Scandal and Defamation, to ac- 
cuſe him of Crimes without Juſtice of 
Truth; and ſuch Perſons ought to be pu- 
niſhed, according to the Laws of the Na- 
tion, who, without any Cauſe, have con- 

| tinued 
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tinued to defame and ſcandalize him: But 
their Crimes are ſtill greater, when they 
Accuſe the King, Council and Parliament; 
ind artfully Endeavour to make the People 
belive, that his Majeſty Screens the Mini- 
ter from being brought to an Account ; al- 
though they neyer yet could Prove any one 
Particular Crime, of the many they have 
charg'd him with, but ſtill continue, to 
reflec and ſpread their ſeditious Notions 
every Week, and ſometimes oftner, with 
no other View, than to Poiſon the People's 
Minds with Antipathy againſt their Sove- 
teign and his Miniſters, that ſo they may 
raile a new Rebellion: As it is not tobe 
doubted, but that he who was the chief In- 
ſtrument of raiſing the late unnatural Rebel- 
lion, would be ready to try another Chance 
the fame Way, perhaps to endeavour to aſ- 
fiſt his late Maſter to renew his Pretenſions. 
his we might reaſonably imagine, were 
Ke that Party ſenſible of their Madneſs and 
olly on that Occaſion ; and ſo many of the 
chiet Perſons concerned in the late Rebel- 
lion, being under ſuch Obligations to the 
Government, that, as they owe their Lives 
and Fortunes to the late King; they are in 
Honour and Gratitude bound, never to di- 
ſturb his Royal Succeſſors; and yet none 
of the late Rebels owes more to the Mercy 
of his late Majeſty, than that late Lord, 
Who now ſtudies all * Means that he can 
| L to 
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to breed Diſcord amongſt the Subjects of 
this Nation, and does all that-in him lyes 
to leſſen the Character of the King, in the 
Minds of his People : For what can be more 
blamable in a Prince, than ro prote& ant 
evil Miniſter, who would Oppreſs and Plun- 
der the People? But the Miniſter ſo much 
defam'd, has given ſuch entire Satisfaction 
to the King and Subjects, that the moſt diſ- 
affected Perſon in the Nation, cannot charge 
him with any Crime, or Act of Oppreſſion 
or Injuſtice, in the diſcharge of his Truſt, 
Are there not many Precedents on Record, 
of Severe, but Juſt Puniſhments and Penal- 
ties, being inflicted on Publiſhers of Seditious 
Libels; and what can be more Seditious 
than the Weekly Libels, diſpers'd over the 
three Nations for five Years paſt? Are not 
all their Aſſiſtants, one way or another, diſ- 
oblig'd, or diſaffected to the Government? 
So what can be expected from ſuch, bu 
to do all the Miſchief that their Envy and 
Malice, or Deſire of Revenge can Invent- 
And although the truly great Stateſman, a- 
ainſt whom they have uttered ſo many ma- 
Iicious Untraths, has every way effectuall 
confuted their falſe Accuſations, and clearly 
vindicated his Conduct and Reputation, à- 
gainſt every Particular they have charg'd 
him with, and at this Time ſcorns and de- 
ſpiſes their mean Artifices: Yet his Advef- 
ſarles are bceome fo incorrigibly "rs 
that 


Preceeding Hiſtoryg 77 


that they ſtill continue to retaile their Weekly 
nonſenſical Reflections; ſo that moſt Peo- 
ple are of Opinion, they now take that Me- 
thod to ſupport ſome of the worthleſs Tools 
they have fo long employed in their Drudge- 
ry and dirty Work: For I may freely call it 
dirty and ſhameful Work, wherein none 
but Madmen, or ſuch as have na real regard 
for their Families, Names or Reputation, 
would be concerned with, nor nam'd of 
that Party, whereof the chief Manager is 
the moſt treacherous, worthleſs and ungrate- 
ful Man, that ever had the Advantage of 
honourable Birth and Education'; He not 
only had the Advantage of honourable Birth 
and Education, but alſo was undeſervedly 
adorn'd with Titles and Honours: Yet al 
theſe he forfeited, and even his Life; anc 
behold, aſter being Pardon'd, and permitte: 
to live and enjoy Life and Fortune, he cans 
got be reclaimed from his Wickedneſs; and 
fince he very well knows, he can never be 
admitted into any Office under the Crown, 
all the Revenge he can poſſibly take is, to 
l and rail at ſuch as are deſervedly en- 
oa ed with the chief Management of the 
But among all the falſe Accuſations, and 
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odious Compariſons; it is very ſurpriſing to 
hind B——e, bring in Characters which he 
ib very exactly imitated himſelf; I mean the 
before-mentioned three unhappy Favourites, 
_ L2 Gaveſton, 
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Gaveſton, Spencer, and Mortimer; for the 
were Proud, Inſolent, Extravagant and Vi- 
tious; and truly, ſo was the late I. d 
Be; they each of them ſacrifiz'd the 
Character and Reputation of cheir Sove- 
reign; and embezell'd the publick Treaſure 
to gratify their awn Avarice, Ambition and 
Luſt ; and fo did the late .d B e 
ſo long as his Power could anſwer his Incli- 
nations. But I would ask him, nay even 
challenge him, or any of his Aſſociates; 
Wherein has the great Man they ſo much 
Envy, ever appear d to have any Pride, Am- 
tion, or given to Luxury? for, as I have 
before obſerved, his greateſt Pride and Am- 
bition has always been, to uſe his beſt En- 
deavours to promote and maintain, the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of his King, and the Pro- 
ſperity of the Country; and it is certain, 
that his greateſt Luxury has never exceeded 
keeping (according to his high Station) a 
decently plentiful Table, for the Entertain- 
ment of Perſons of Diſtinction, who have 
occaſion to attend the Court, or his own Re- 
lations, or Acquaintance, who always find 
a hearty Welcome at his Table, where none 
but Perſons of Character and Reputation 
are ſeen: Though at the ſame Time it may 
be prov'd, that ſeveral Perſons of neither 
Birth nor Character, have been familiarly 
entertain'd by certain Gentlemen ; to what 
Purpole they beſt know ; for my Part, I can- 


nor 
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not conſider what Uſe or Service they could 
be to any Party, unleſs to make up the Num- 
ber of a Mob: But I hope, they are ſenſible 
of the dangerous Conſequences of ſuch Me- 
thods of dealing with any Perſon in the Ser. 
vice of the Government, had they Power, 
or could Influence any Number of the Peo- 

le. It is true, they have, in ſome of their 
ate Libels plainly ſpoke, and in others given 
broad Hints, of the Caſe of De Witz, and 
ſome ſuch other Examples of the barbarous 
Fury of Mobs having (as they term it) pu- 
niſh'd evil Miniſters ; though, among Chri- 
ſtians, and People of Humanity, it could 
bear no other Conſtruction than barbarous 
Murder. But Thanks be' to God,, we are 
not oppreſs'd by any evil Miniſters, nor is 
it in the Power of any treacherous Deceiver, 
to pore Engliſb Men with ſo much Mad- 
neſs, as to commit Acts of Barbarity, upon 
the Worſt and moſt Inſignificant of their 
fellow Subjects, far leſs to offer Violence 
to any Miniſter, who has nothing more at 
Heart than the Honour and Felicity of the 
King, and Peace and Proſperity of the Peo- 
ple ; and by this Time, all People are well 
convinc'd of the Treachery of his Enemies, 
and do look upon them to be no leſs dangerous 
Enemies to the King and Country, and 
ought to deſtroy and drive them out of the 
Land, or at leaſt diſable them entirely, to 
continue their ſcandalous Treatment of the 


King, 
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King, Council and Parliament, who are th 
Guardians and Preſervers of the Peace an 
Priviledges of the People. we 
We find all Sedicious Writings and 
Speeches are liable to Punjſhment by th 
Law; then muſt the Authors ot the C Lf. 
mar, and Fg's Journal proceed with Im- 
punity ? Do they imagine, that although 
the Miniſter ſo defam'd and abus'd, ha ler 
them ga on ſo long, without offering little 
or any Interruption, more than a mild Vin; 
dication of his Character my Actions; 
which appear to be Innocent and Hou eſt 
before God, his King, and his Country ; 
his Adyerſaries will be allow*d to treat hun, 
and all his Relations, and every Perſon em- 
loy'd in the Government, wich the moſt 
Pate Characters and meren ſuch as 
any, but that abandon'd Profligate laſt nam- 
ed, and his Aſſociates, would be aſham'd to 
mention to. a Gentleman? Haye they nat 
given, him the moſt odious Names,. Which 
may be ſeen in many of their ſcurrilous 
Weekly. Libels, even ſuch Names, and filly 
Characters, as never was ſeen in Print, nor 
any, thing better than dull ignorant Water- 
man's inſipid Railery; 94d ; behold, What 
great Satisfaction have they obtained; now 
tor their. {ix Years Scolding: Ts the great 
Man, they Envy, in leſs Credit with; the 
Ning and Parliament, or leſs Eſterm'd by 
the People? No indeed, every Subject, who 
a * 
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wiſhes well to the Nation, ſees plainly, that 
his Adverfaries are a Sett of diſaffected, ot 
diſobliged envious People; who, becauſe 
they have forfeited their Honour, Repata- 
tion and Credit, would endeavour to render 
others as much ſuſpected of Vices, as. me 
themſelves have been publickly detected ol 
Treaſon, and moſt bafe Freachery. But 
what ſignifies the Voice of the Malefactor 
againſt his Judges and jury? Has, not the 
fire L——d B——e been found Guilty, 
and juſtly Baniſhed out of the Kingdom, 
for betraying his Truſt when in Power, and 
uſing his utmoſt Endeavours to ſupplant, 
and for ever exclude, the, preſent Royal Fa- 
mily from Poſſeſſion of the Crown? Did he 
not enter himſelf and continue in the Pres» 
tender's.Service, and that as his Secretary, 
untill he found all his own ill-contriv d 
Plots prove ineffectual, and then he abus'd 
that unhappy Man, and all his Adherents; 
and when he could find no Place of Refuge 
in any Parr of Europe, the merciful King 
and mild Government of this Nation, pi- 
ty'd him, and permitted him to returſ and 

ve in this Kingdom. But no ſooner did he 
teturn, than he began to lay new Plots to 
diſturb that Government who had fo very 
lately Pardon'd him: Tis ſtrange he could 
think of ſuch baſe Ingratitude after fo 
much unexpected Mercy. But what I have 


here mention'd are not all his Crimes and 
| AQs 
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Acts of Wickedneſs and Folly; as it is certain- 
ly meer Folly in him to find Fault with a Gen- 
tleman, who has given the moſt convincing 
Teſtimonies of his great Ability and Fidelity, 
in the Management of the State, as well as 


of his ſtedlaſt Loyalty and Zeal, for the pre. 1 


ſent Royal Family and nappy Conſtitution ; 
or to 1 or any of his Adherents, 
could be believed; nay, if they could bring 
any Proof of their fallly alledg'd Crimes a- 
gainſt this Can, who was never yet 
charg'd with, nor even ſuſpected of any 
Diſſaffection or Diſloyalty to the King or 
Conftitution. N 
As for B. — e, he has given many In- 
ſtances of his Folly and Madneſs, among 
his many other Crimes: But 'tis very ſur- 
priſing to find Mr. P——y countenance 
and joyn with him in all his ſtupid Scurri- 
lity, as well as ſeditious Speeches: They 
ſeem to forget how juſtly Prin, Bourn and 
Baſtrwick were ſtigmatiz'd for their ſediti- 
ous Papers, in the Reign of King Charles I. 
or that the ſame Laws may be put in Force 
againſt the like Crimes, and reach them 
and their Tools; they may probably have 
the fame Deſigns as the pretended zealous 
Reformers of Church and State had at that 
Time ; but (Thanks be to God) the People 
of this Age are not ſo eaſily to be deceiv'd. 
by Enthuſiaſtical Deluſions, as they my a 
ens 
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Century ago; nor can it be in the Power 
of any Party or Perſon, to make the good 
Subjects of this Kingdom, forget how much 


they owe to the prudent Management of 
his preſent Majeſty, who every Way fol- 


lows the Footſteps of his Royal Father, of 


glorious Memory; under both whoſe auſpi- 
cious Reigns, we have not only enjoyed a 
profound Peace and Tranquillity with all 
Parts of Europe, but likewiſe enjoy all the 
Priviledges and Advantages that ever Britiſh 
Subjects poſſeſſed, or could deſire; and at 
this Time we ought to teſtify our Thank- 
fulneſs to his Majeſty and wiſe Miniſters, 
who have reconcil'd all the Jarring Intereſts 
of Europe; and inſtead of being involv'd in 
a bloody and expenſive War, ſo very latel 

threatned ; we are now every Way eaſy, and 
free from any Apprehenſions of being diſtur- 
bed by Foreign Power; and I hope we are 
not ſo mad to allow any wicked Incendiary 
to ſow Diviſions amongſt us at home, eſpe- 
cially ſuch as are known Enemies to our 
happy Conſtitution, and after having pra- 
ctiſed all the wicked Schemes they could in- 
vent, to diſturb the Peace of the Nat ion, 
have the Impudence to ſet up for Patriots: 
But what ſignifies all their malicious De- 
tractions of the Conduct of the Miniſter? 
He ſtands at this Time juſtified before his 
Prince, and all his Loyal and well affected 
Subjects; and his Adverſaries have prov'd 
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themſelves no leſs Enemies to the King and 


Conſtitution, than to him and his Family; 


and *tis to be hop*d, that all ſuch as have 
been artfully deceiv'd, - or drawn in to 
joyn them, will conſider on their Crimes, 
and make ſome publick Acknowledgment, 
of their ſincere and unfeign'd Sorrow and 


| Repentance, for having, without any Pro- 


vocation, ſo long continued to abuſe the 
King, Council and Parliament. | 
Among the many Inſtances of the malicis 
ous Folly of the Party to be ſeen in that in- 
famous Tract of Sedition the Craftſman or 
Country Journal, wherein they have ſo often 
threatned the Ruin of this great Man ; they 
have with ſtrange Impudence limited the 
Time that they were to prevail againſt him, 
and all Oppoſition; and that they ſhould 
obtain Victory over their Adverſaries, and be 
in Power: And it is about three Years ago 
they publiſh'd in one of their Libels a very 
inſipid Piece, wherein their Vanity and Folly 
plainly appears; for at that Time they pre- 
tended to have conſulted the famous dumb 
Fortune Teller Duncan Campbell, by whoſe 
infallible Predictions they prognoſticated to 
themſelves that they ſhould obtain Victory 
and Triumph in the Lear 1729; but that 
Year and two more are now expir'd ; and to 
their great Mortification, inſtead of obtain- 
ing Victory, all their ill concerted Plots and 


Contrivances have prov'd abortive ; and all 


the 
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the Advantage they have reap'd from their 
five Years Labour in abuſing the Goyerns 
ment, is to find themſelves at laſt deſerted 


and abandon'd, by ſuchas had at firftunwars 
rily countenanced their artful Endeavours, to 


involve the Nation in War and Confuſion; 


. 


every loyal Britiſh Subject. N 

As to what I have mentioned, of the diſ- 
ſaffected Party's Endeavours to raiſe Mobs ; 
it is not only from the Hints abovementions 
ed, nor from the ſeveral Reports of their 
Deſigns to inſult the chief Perſons of the 
Miniſtry; but there has been a very late In. 
ſtance of their Intentions that Way, whick 
may be ſeen in their late very filly Undet- 
taking, to alter the Play of Edward III. 


and they are now deſpis'd and deteſted by 


which Alterations conſiſted of ſome inter- 


larded witleſs Scenes of a City Mob ; but 
it was a Piece of nonſenſical wretched 


in an obſcure Place, and was countenanc 
by few but ſome of that Party; yet to make 
it run (as they term it) it was reported, they 
hir'd all the Boys they could pick up to 
make up an Audience, who might ſpread the 
Report of it over the Town; but in Spite of 
all their Aſſiſtance, the ill-compos'd Mobing 


Plot was lighted and neglected, fo that it 
could not raiſe the common Subſiſtance of 
Action; and yer, I am credibly inform'd, 
ſome certain principal Perſons of the diſſat- 

M 2 tected 
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felts were very active among their Friends, 
and DENY the Means they MITES ſupport oth 
filly. Undertaking - But this deep-laid Scheme 
againſt the Miniſter, prov'd ineffectual like all their 
other Undertakings, to work up the Populace to 
the Madneſs of Mobing, which is not, nor can ne- 
79 their Power; for every one is convinc'd 
of:his Fidelity and good Conduct; and that the 
Happy Peace, at that Time concluded, (which 
they intended to ridicule in that ſcurrilous Piece) 
has been ſo well approv'd of by all Furepe, as well 
as the Subjects of this Nation; that I really think 
they may be aſham'd of what they ſo very 
ignorantly and enviouſly have written and ſpok- 
en, to make the People have an ill Opinion of the 
Miniſtry upon that Account: And till, to their 
greater Mortification, they ſee that both Houſes 
of Parliament, at their meeting unanimouſly, 
teſtified their moſt, grateful Approbation of his 
Mijeſty and wiſe Miniſters, having taken the 
molt prudent and effectual Meaſures, to remove the 
Dangers we lately apprehended, of being involv'd 
in an Expenſive and Bloody War; and at the 
Time they teſtify their Contempt and Ab- 
rrence of the ſeditious Deſigns of that diſſaffect- 
ed Party, Who have ſo impudently miſrepreſented 
the Proceedings of the King, Council and Parlia- 
ment: And it is not to be doubted, but that the 
Noble and Honourable Members of both Houſes 
will confider of ſuch Means as may effectually pre- 
vent all ſuch Practices, as may tend to leſſen the 
Character of the King, or diſturb the Peace and 
Felicity of the People. | | 
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